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A Welcome Stretch



Gathering: Preparing To Hear The Word

     In Preparation for Worship     
  “And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us, but what stands before us.
  We close the divide because we know, to put our future first, we must first put our differences aside.  
  We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another.”     
    -- Amanda Gorman in “The Hill We Climb” 

 Opening Voluntary  
  (A musical prayer offered on behalf of the people of God.)    
              “Canto Serioso” Carl Nielsen 
  Paul Austin, Horn
      Janlee Richter, Piano
  
 Sharing the Life of Westminster  Rev. Laurie Hartzell  
 
 Call to Worship  The Miller Family  (Geoff, Melissa, Brooke and Brady)

   
 Opening Hymn 515 “I Come with Joy” Dove of Peace
  
  I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free, 
  the life of Jesus to recall, 
  in love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.

  I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed,
  the new community of love
  in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread. 
  
  The spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but ever near,
  is in such friendship better known, 
  alive among us here, alive among us here.

  Together met, together bound by all that God has done,
  we’ll go with joy, to give the world
  the love that made us one, the love that made us one. 
  
 Call to Confession 

 Prayer of Confession   
  (adapted from a prayer by Walter Brueggeman in “Awed to Heaven; Rooted in Earth”)
 God, you have committed yourself to us.  You have said yes to us in creation, in our birth,   
 in our baptism, and in waking us up each day.  But we live our lives not back to your yes, but   
 out of our endless “perhaps.”  So we pray for mercy this day that we may live yes back to you.  Yes  
 with our time.  Yes with our money.  Yes with our sexuality.  Yes with our strength and our weakness.   
 Yes to our neighbor.  Yes and no longer “perhaps.”  In the name of your enfleshed yes to us, even   
 Jesus who is our yes into the future, we ask you to hear our prayers. . . 

  Silent Confession
 1
++Stand as you are able
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 Assurance  of God’s Grace 

++Response Hymn 817 “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” Dunlap’s Creek
    (verse 1)
 We walk by faith and not by sight;
 with gracious words draw near,
 O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke:
 “My peace be with you here.”

++Passing the Peace of Christ   
       (A sign of forgiveness and reconciliation.)

 Ministry of Music  “Prelude in B minor”    Frederic Chopin 
  Janlee Richter, Piano
  
      The Word

 Prayer for Illumination    
        (We pray that the words of Scripture may be encountered as God’s Word.) 

 Scripture Romans 14:1-4  New Testament
          Gerville-Réache Family
          (Gäetan, Quan, Camille, Elise  and Tristan)

  One: The Word of the Lord.
  All: Thanks be to God.

 Sermon   A Welcome Stretch Kyle Kooyers

    Responding to The Word

 Affirmation of Faith                                          John Nienhuis
     from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” Presbyterian Church USA
  (We affirm our faith together to remind us who and whose we are.) 
 In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune 
 God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

 With believers in every time and place we rejoice that nothing can separate us 
  from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.
 
 The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer
   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done    
  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we    
   forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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 Offering Our Lives
  
  Offertory  “Prelude  in B-flat major”   Frederic Chopin 
   Janlee Richter, Piano

   

++Doxology  (means “words of glory”—they are a traditional expression of praise to God.)
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
 Praise God, all creatures here below;
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

++Prayer of Dedication  
  God of grace, we offer our lives to you once again.  Grounded in your deep love, teach us to be a   
  people who do justice and hold mercy, who speak the truth and speak it in love.  Deepen our hope  
  and our joy as we continue to follow you and serve.  In Christ’s name, Amen. 
                                           

      Going Out To Be The Church
   
 ++Closing Hymn 372 “O for a World” Azmon
  O for a world where everyone respects each other’s ways,
  where love is lived and all is done with justice and with praise.

  O for a world where goods are shared and misery relieved,
  where truth is spoken, children spared, equality achieved. 

  We welcome one world family and struggle with each choice. 
  that opens us to unity and gives our vision voice. 

  The poor are rich; the weak are strong; the foolish ones are wise.
  Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, who perishes will rise. 

  O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace, 
  where times and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.    
 

 Charge and Benediction    
   
 
 Closing Voluntary “Toccata in G Minor” Johann Pachelbel
  Helen Hofmeister, Organ  
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  P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E

                 Preacher  ......................................................... Kyle Kooyers, Associate Director Kaufman Interfaith Institute 
  Liturgists  ..............................................Rev. Laurie Hartzell, Interim Associate Pastor for Youth and Mission  
    ..................................................... John Nienhuis, Elder for Membership Growth and Development
    ................................................................................................................................................. The Miller family
    ......................................................................................................................... The Gerville-Réache Family

   Minister of Music ..... .......................................................................................................................................... Helen Hofmeister
Worship Musicians  ...................................................................................................... Paul Austin, Horn; Janlee Richter, Piano 
    ......................................................................................Kathy Vandervelde, Soprano; Eric Richter, Tenor
          
     Technology Team  ........................................................................................................................... Peter Larson and Dan Cisler
 
 

      

We’re glad you worshiped with us today! 
If you would like to know about the life and ministry of Westminster, 

visit our website at westminstergr.org or contact Susan Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org.

Ahead in Worship
Recorded from the Westminster Sanctuary

February 14 — Transfiguration of the Lord
What Goes Up Must Come Down

Rev. Lynette Sparks preaching
Scripture: Mark 9:2-9

Music: Kathleen Pool, Soprano

February 21— First Sunday of Lent
When Jesus Shows Up: Gospel Happens

Rev. Lynette Sparks preaching
Scripture: John 2:1-11

Music: Eric Tanner, Violin
Stacey Tanner, Cello
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

PHONE SYSTEM CHANGES: If you need to call the church or reach a staff member,  please call 616-456-1456.  
That number will get you into our automated system.  Our direct dial phone system  is currently in a time of 
upgrading and for now; the 717 numbers are not working.  Thank you for your patience.

VALENTINE BAG RETURN:  All those who put together Valentine Bags for the Food Pantry (or who still would 
like to), drop off your finished bags at church this Sunday, Feb. 7 from 11:00am– noon. If you wanted to create more 
bags or didn’t get a chance to pick up a kit, you can still do this on your own and bring them to church this Sunday. 
Some things to include in each lunch-sized bag: a Valentine card, snack mix, a wrapped candy for Valentine’s Day, 
and personal-sized toiletries. Contact Nancy Greidanus at nancyg@wpcgr.org with questions.

SOCIAL WITNESS AND FAITH FORMATION MOVIE DISCUSSION: On Sunday, February 7, Social Witness 
and Faith Formation are hosting a movie discussion at 6:30pm on the 2019 film “Just Mercy.” This film lifts up Brian 
Stevenson’s systemic work around mass incarceration and racial inequality. He calls us to believe that evil can be 
overcome. View the movie prior to our discussion and then click here to join the discussion.

YOUTH GRAND RAPIDS WINTER WONDERLAND SCAVENGER HUNT - RESCHEDULED:  Sunday, 
February 21; 1 p.m.  Meet at church.  Originally, this event was to happen in conjunction with the Souper Bowl 
collection for the Food Pantry and was postponed due to weather.  Youth can STILL bring their food for the pantry to 
the scavenger hunt and we will be sure it gets to the pantry. 

PARENTS OF 3-YEAR-OLDS: When Westminster children progress from the nursery to joining us in worship, we 
like to celebrate by giving them a Jesus Storybook Bible. Because we are not yet worshiping in person, we think it is 
even more important that our 3-year-olds have a Bible to read at home. If your child turned three anytime between 
March 2020 and the end of February 2021, please let Nancy Greidanus know at nancyg@wpcgr.org. 

THE YOUTH GROUPS: will be ice skating at the Muskegon Sports Complex on Tuesday, February 16 from 6:30-
8:30 pm.  Cost is $10.00. You can bring your own skates if you have them, or use the skates there.  Parents can come 
too or go find a place for some coffee and relaxing!

YOUTH WINTER FUN AT CAMP HENRY: Join us for some winter fun--playing and praying together- at Camp 
on February 28 from 2 - 4 p.m.  Parents can stay and enjoy fellowship around some outdoor fire pits.  Cost per youth 
(parents are free :)) is only $5, but we need registrations by Sunday, February 21.  Sign up here 

YOUTH SUMMER TRIPS INFORMATION MEETING:  Parents and youth are invited to join us on February 
21 at 5 p.m. via ZOOM for information about the trips being planned for middle and high schoolers this summer.  
The Middle School trip will be a camping experience in Nordhouse Dunes from June 13 - June 16.  The High School 
trip, June 25 - July 1,  will be an intercultural immersion experience in the Southside of Chicago followed by some 
camping at Devil’s Lake, Wisconsin.  Thanks to Camp Henry for their partnership on these trips. 

VIRTUAL EVENT:  “The History of Grand Rapids in Black and Brown: A Conversation” with Dr Randall Jelks, Dr. 
Todd Robinson and Dr. Delia Fernandez.  February 22 at 6 p.m.  Please register for this virtual presentation through 
this ticketing system: https://tickets.grpm.org/events/6e68cc71-e1a0-e8ae-b1ef-06df40b4d1cc

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP AT WESTMINSTER?  If you would you like to learn more about 
Westminster and our ministries, or considering becoming a member, please contact Susan Jennings at susanj@
wpcgr.org or 717-5542.  We are trying to garner interest in a new member orientation for this winter/spring. Thank 
you!

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: This is a reminder that each Sunday, our Children’s Worship team creates videos for 
children that go with the themes of Sunday services and our church calendar. You can find these videos on the 
Westminster YouTube Channel. Contact Nancy at nancyg@wpcgr.org for more information. 

mailto:nancyg%40wpcgr.org?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86079901883#success
mailto:nancyg%40wpcgr.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfv1Sf3vHXU2bNGQNXfYWHIykFoyS_TxgCt6Ps6zC7-WVOtnw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89879935130
https://tickets.grpm.org/events/6e68cc71-e1a0-e8ae-b1ef-06df40b4d1cc 
mailto:nancyg%40wpcgr.org?subject=


SUPPORT FOR HEARTSIDE NEIGHBORS: COVID-19 has been tough for most of us, especially the most 
vulnerable. Even as our Open Door Ministry is closed, we have been able to partner with Heartside Ministries in 
supporting our neighbors. Hats, mittens and books are needed by Heartside Ministries. If you are able to make a 
donation, please be in touch with Lexy McCullough at lexymcc@sbcglobal.net.

CAMP HENRY HAS A NEW WAY TO SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY: Need a spot for your family to play 
or exercise? Check out our Jacobs Recreation Pavilion! Full-length court, Basketball, Volleyball, and Pickleball Walls 
can open for access to fresh air and Bathrooms are available. Connect with Jordan Bont, Guest Experiences Director, 
to reserve your spot! Email jordanb@camphenry.org or call 231-652-6472.

SPOTLIGHT: DAY CAMP | AGES 5-8: Day Camp is the perfect way to get a taste of Camp Henry while still 
sleeping at home. Each day has a theme and new adventures await! Day Camp is for ages 5-8 and lunch is provided. 
Each session runs Monday to Friday from 9:30am to 4:00pm. Dates and Rates: Cost: $245 (Transportation from Grand 
Rapids $40). Week 3: July 5-9, 2021; Week 4: July 12-16, 2021; Week 5: July 19-23, 2021. Learn more here.

THE WPC FICTION BOOK GROUP: Another month, another thought-provoking book. On Sunday, February 
21 at 7pm, the WPC Fiction Book Group will meet via Zoom to discuss The Dutch House. Critics raved that this is her 
most powerful novel to date: “a richly moving story that explores the indelible bond between two siblings, the house of their 
childhood, and a past that will not let them go. The Dutch House is the story of a paradise lost, a tour de force that digs deeply into 
questions of inheritance, love, and forgiveness, of how we want to see ourselves, and of who we really are.” New voices are always 
welcome! Email Marcie Beck at beckmarcella7@gmail.com for the link.

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY groups are beginning to meet again on Wednesday, February 10. 
These groups will read a chapter of scripture each week and hold a few questions to share in conversation. 
Groups gather via zoom at 7:00 pm. Members, visitors, friends are welcome. Sign up here.

ONLINE CONTRIBUTIONS: Please click here for a document that provides information on ways you can give 
digitally to the church. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office at 616-456-1456.

Using Engage Giving by Scanning the QR Code: Scan the code using a QR code reader  
app or the camera on your phone or mobile device. It will take you to the Engage Giving 
log-in window where you can follow the directions above for giving using the website

WESTMINSTER COMMUNITY FACEBOOK GROUP: If you’re on Facebook and haven’t already, please join our 
WPC Community Group! We share reflections after services, our pets, our joys, and church updates in the group as 
another way to stay connected during these times. Click here to join the group. 

SANDWICH BRIGADE: This group is providing sandwiches each Monday to our neighbors at Heartside 
Ministries. Since our church building has been closed and therefore unable to provide a physical space to our 
neighbors through the Open Door Ministry, this is a way we can provide assistance to folks in the Heartside area. If 
interested, or if you’d like more information, please contact Daryl Fischer at darylkfischer@gmail.com.

MEMBER THANK YOU: Dear Westminster friends, Thank you for the lovely notes, phone calls and, especially, the 
prayers offered when you heard of my daughter Lisa Andre’s death last month. I felt so much love, support, and truly 
lifted up by your kind words and prayers. Lisa was baptized and confirmed at Westminster as a girl and remained 
a person of faith throughout her too-short life. I’ll miss her always but am grateful for all of you who shared your 
memories of her with me and offered prayers for Jack and me and Lisa’s dad as we grieve her loss. -Maureen Stewart

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

PHONE SYSTEM CHANGES: If you need to call the church or reach a staff member,  please call 616-456-1456.  
That number will get you into our automated system.  Our direct dial phone system  is currently in a time of 
upgrading and for now; the 717 numbers are not working.  Thank you for your patience.

VALENTINE BAG RETURN:  All those who put together Valentine Bags for the Food Pantry (or who still would 
like to), drop off your finished bags at church this Sunday, Feb. 7 from 11:00am– noon. If you wanted to create more 
bags or didn’t get a chance to pick up a kit, you can still do this on your own and bring them to church this Sunday. 
Some things to include in each lunch-sized bag: a Valentine card, snack mix, a wrapped candy for Valentine’s Day, 
and personal-sized toiletries. Contact Nancy Greidanus at nancyg@wpcgr.org with questions.

SOCIAL WITNESS AND FAITH FORMATION MOVIE DISCUSSION: On Sunday, February 7, Social Witness 
and Faith Formation are hosting a movie discussion at 6:30pm on the 2019 film “Just Mercy.” This film lifts up Brian 
Stevenson’s systemic work around mass incarceration and racial inequality. He calls us to believe that evil can be 
overcome. View the movie prior to our discussion and then click here to join the discussion.

YOUTH GRAND RAPIDS WINTER WONDERLAND SCAVENGER HUNT - RESCHEDULED:  Sunday, 
February 21; 1 p.m.  Meet at church.  Originally, this event was to happen in conjunction with the Souper Bowl 
collection for the Food Pantry and was postponed due to weather.  Youth can STILL bring their food for the pantry to 
the scavenger hunt and we will be sure it gets to the pantry. 

PARENTS OF 3-YEAR-OLDS: When Westminster children progress from the nursery to joining us in worship, we 
like to celebrate by giving them a Jesus Storybook Bible. Because we are not yet worshiping in person, we think it is 
even more important that our 3-year-olds have a Bible to read at home. If your child turned three anytime between 
March 2020 and the end of February 2021, please let Nancy Greidanus know at nancyg@wpcgr.org. 

THE YOUTH GROUPS: will be ice skating at the Muskegon Sports Complex on Tuesday, February 16 from 6:30-
8:30 pm.  Cost is $10.00. You can bring your own skates if you have them, or use the skates there.  Parents can come 
too or go find a place for some coffee and relaxing!

YOUTH WINTER FUN AT CAMP HENRY: Join us for some winter fun--playing and praying together- at Camp 
on February 28 from 2 - 4 p.m.  Parents can stay and enjoy fellowship around some outdoor fire pits.  Cost per youth 
(parents are free :)) is only $5, but we need registrations by Sunday, February 21.  Sign up here 

YOUTH SUMMER TRIPS INFORMATION MEETING:  Parents and youth are invited to join us on February 
21 at 5 p.m. via ZOOM for information about the trips being planned for middle and high schoolers this summer.  
The Middle School trip will be a camping experience in Nordhouse Dunes from June 13 - June 16.  The High School 
trip, June 25 - July 1,  will be an intercultural immersion experience in the Southside of Chicago followed by some 
camping at Devil’s Lake, Wisconsin.  Thanks to Camp Henry for their partnership on these trips. 

VIRTUAL EVENT:  “The History of Grand Rapids in Black and Brown: A Conversation” with Dr Randall Jelks, Dr. 
Todd Robinson and Dr. Delia Fernandez.  February 22 at 6 p.m.  Please register for this virtual presentation through 
this ticketing system: https://tickets.grpm.org/events/6e68cc71-e1a0-e8ae-b1ef-06df40b4d1cc

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP AT WESTMINSTER?  If you would you like to learn more about 
Westminster and our ministries, or considering becoming a member, please contact Susan Jennings at susanj@
wpcgr.org or 717-5542.  We are trying to garner interest in a new member orientation for this winter/spring. Thank 
you!

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: This is a reminder that each Sunday, our Children’s Worship team creates videos for 
children that go with the themes of Sunday services and our church calendar. You can find these videos on the 
Westminster YouTube Channel. Contact Nancy at nancyg@wpcgr.org for more information. 
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 Westminster’s Building is still closed
 All meetings take place virtually
 with the exception of the Food Pantry

Sun. Feb. 7
 10:00 am  ..............................................................Online Worship
 11:00 am  ......................Valentine Bag Drop Off (parking lot)

Mon. Feb. 8 
 12:00 pm  ...........................................................Text Talks Online
 6:30 pm  ..............................................Deacon Meeting Online
 7:00 om  ......................................Facilities Committee Online

Wed. Feb. 10
 5:00 pm  ..................... Communications Committee Online 
 7:00 pm  ........................... New Member Orientation Online

Thurs. Feb. 11
 10:30 am  ......................................................................Food Pantry 
 7:00 pm  ...................................... Worship Committee Online

Sat. Feb. 13
 10:30 am  .. Sanctuary Choir Cookie Drop Off (parking lot)

Sun. Feb. 14
 10:00 am  ..............................................................Online Worship 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events


