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When Jesus Shows Up, Again



Gathering: Preparing To Hear The Word

     In Preparation for Worship     
  “ After a year of lockdown, may we hear anew the promise that the risen Lord comes to us, even behind doors locked   
  by fears, inviting us to bear witness that wounds can be taken up into resurrection life.”   
    — Rev. Roger Gench in the “Presbyterian Outlook,” April 2021

  “Christians, at their best, are the fools who dare believe in God’s power to call dead things to life. . .”
        — Esau McCaulley in the New York Times, April 2, 2021

 Opening Voluntary                                      “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”   arr. Ronald Nelson
                                                                            Helen Hofmeister, Organ

 Sharing the Life of Westminster   Susan Jennings

 Easter Acclamation (from the Iona Community) Emma Richter
   This is the Good news -
   The grave is empty,
   Christ is risen, Alleluia!
   This is the Good News - 
   The light shines in the darkness
   And the darkness can never put it out.
   This is the Good News -
   Once we were no people.
   Now we are God’s people!
   Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

++Opening Hymn 233  “The Day of Resurrection!” Lancashire 
 

 

 Prayer of Adoration (from the Iona Community)                       Tom Macholan
   In life, in death, in life beyond death, Jesus is Lord! God, we praise you!
   Over powers and principalities, over all who determine, control, govern or finance the  
  affairs of humankind, Jesus is Lord!  God, we praise you!  Of the poor, of the broken, of the  
  sinned against and the sinner, Jesus is Lord!  God, we praise you!  Above the Church,   
  beyond our most excellent theologies and in the quiet corners of our hearts, Jesus Christ is  
  Lord.  God, we praise you! Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
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++Stand as you are able

Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m.
When Jesus Shows Up, Again

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad,
the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free,
our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 

Let hearts be purged of evil that we may see aright
the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light, 
and listening to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain, 
his own “All hail!” and hearing, may raise the victor strain.

Now let the heavens be joyful; let earth its song begin;
the round world keep high triumph and all that is therein.
Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end. 



++Response Hymn 246                                  “Christ Is Alive!” Truro
                                                                       (Stanza 5)
 Christ is alive, and comes to bring
 good news to this and every age,
 till earth and sky and ocean ring
 with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

++Passing the Peace of Christ   
       (A sign of forgiveness and reconciliation.)
      

 Ministry of Music “I Owe My Lord a Morning Song”  John Bell
  

  John Schlafley, Tenor

      The Word

 Prayer for Illumination    
         (We pray that the words of Scripture may be encountered as God’s Word.) 

 Scripture    John 20:19-31 New Testament
      

 Sermon   When Jesus Shows Up, Again Rev. Laurie Hartzell

  
    Responding to The Word

 Affirmation of Faith   from 1 Cor. 15, Mark 16, Matt. 16, Rev. 22, and John 20    
    (We affirm our faith together to remind us who and whose we are.) 
 This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are saved:   
 that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised  
 on the third day, and that he appeared first to the women, then to Peter, and to the Twelve,   
 and then to many faithful witnesses.

 We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus Christ is the first and the   
 last, the beginning and the end; he is our Lord and our God.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People

 The Lord’s Prayer
   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done   
   on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we   
   forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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I owe my Lord a morning song for God has meant this day.
Through fears of night and hidden light God moves and wills my way.
I owe my Lord a morning song for Jesus rose at dawn;
He made death die and would not lie that others might live on.
I owe my Lord a morning song; the Spirit gave me voice,
Nor did she force my soul to praise but honored me with choice.
I owe my Lord a morning song. How can I help but sing
When God is all in all, and I am one with everything.



 
 Offering Our Lives

 Offertory  “Now the Green Blade Rises”           French Carol
  Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
  wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
  love lives again, that with the dead has been;
  love is come again like wheat arising green. 
  
  In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
  thinking that he would never wake again,
  laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
  love is come again like wheat arising green. 

  Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain, 
  he that for three days in the grave had lain;
  raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
  love is come again like wheat arising green. 

  When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
  your touch can call us back to life again;
  fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
  love is come again like wheat arising green.
   John Schlafley, Tenor
  

++Doxology  (means “words of glory”—they are a traditional expression of praise to God.)
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
 Praise God, all creatures here below;
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

      Prayer of Dedication:    
 God who keeps showing up among us, may we continue to follow Christ and continue to   
 join Christ’s work in our world.  Take us as we are.  Breathe in us and summon out what   
 we will be.  Live in and through us, we pray.  In the name of our Risen Christ, Amen.  

      Going Out To Be The Church
   
  ++Closing Hymn 547 “Go My Children With My Blessing” Ar hyd y nos 
  “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
  Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
  In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
  Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

  “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
  Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
  Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw his glory.
  Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

  “Go, my children fed and nourished, closer to me. 
  Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
  Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here my tender comfort stilled you. 
  Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

  Charge and Benediction    
   
  Closing Voluntary “Christ Is Arisen” J.S. Bach
   Helen Hofmeister, Organ  

3



  
  P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E

                 Preacher  .............................................Rev. Laurie Hartzell, Interim Associate Pastor for Youth and Mission
  Liturgists  .............................................................Susan Jennings, Minister for Pastoral Care and Membership
    .........................................................................................................Tom Macholan, Elder for Camp Henry
    ................................................................................................ Emma Richter, Communications Manager
   
Minister of Music  .................................................................................................................................................. Helen Hofmeister
Worship Musician  ...........................................................................................................................................John Schlafley, Tenor
     Technology Team  ......................................................................................... Dan Cisler, Rachel Kamstra, and Peter Larson
  Chat Host  ........................................................................................................................................................... Randy Block  
   

                   “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”  arr. Ronald Nelson
 “I Owe My Lord a Morning Song”  John Bell
 Used with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #724668-A.
 All rights reserved.

We’re glad you worshiped with us today! 
If you would like to know about the life and ministry of Westminster, 

visit our website at westminstergr.org or contact Susan Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org.

Ahead in Worship
Livestreamed from the Westminster Sanctuary

April 18 — Third Sunday of Easter
See What Love!

Rev. Lynette Sparks
Scripture: 1 John 3:1-7

Music: Eileen Doty, Violin

April 25 — Fourth Sunday of Easter
Youth Sunday

CONNECTED: To God, OurSelves, Each Other and Creation
Scripture: John 15:1-10

Music: Audrey Faasse, Madelyn Faasse, 
Elizah Hyde, Dillon Roosien, Karys Russell, 

Abby Strand, and Meg Strand
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOR THE ELECTION OF TRUSTEES  Sunday, April 18, 11:15 a.m., Zoom. 
The Session has called a brief special congregational meeting for the purpose of Electing trustees to fill two 
vacancies: Chris Fuller for a two year term; and Len Bartoszewicz for a one year term. We will meet right after 
worship at 11:15am on April 18. Click here to access this meeting on Zoom.

LMPW(LAKE MI PRESYBYTERIAN WOMEN) SPRING GATHERING: Saturday April 17, 10 a.m., Zoom.
Lake Michigan Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering — register for this free event held on Saturday, April 17 
beginning at 10:00a by contacting Anita Betts at busybeemom50@yahoo.com or (517)993-7000.  This will be a 
virtual event via Zoom.  Program speaker is Rev. Lori Pollitz, Advent House Ministries. “Therefore encourage 
one another and build each other up. Just as in fact you are doing” 1 Thessalonians 5:11

DAD AND ME WEEKEND AT CAMP HENRY:  April 30-May 2 | All Ages | $99 per person (four & under free) 
Calling all dads, grandpas, and uncles! Get ready for a weekend packed full of activities at Camp Henry while 
enjoying quality time with the kids. Both sons and daughters are welcome. This event runs from Friday at 7pm 
to Sunday at 1pm. For more information go to camphenry.org/events

WALK FOR GOOD FOOD:  May 2-May 12.
It is time to register for this year’s #Walk4GoodFood.  Contact Nancy Greidanus at nancyg@wpcgr.org or Angie 
Kelley at angiek@wpcgr.org with any questions.  Join in the ‘fun’ while we ‘fun’draise for the food pantry!!  
Register and join our walk team, the Westminster Walkers here!

PUT CAMP 2021 ON YOUR CALENDARS! Thursday, September 2-5, Camp Henry.
Enjoy some late summer days at Camp Henry by joining your church family at Camp2021. Camp2021 begins 
in the late afternoon of Thursday, September 2 and culminates with worship and camp activities on Sunday, 
September 5. Camp Henry has procedures and plans in place to keep everyone safe and healthy, and Camp 
provides a great time for spiritual, mental, emotional, physical, and communal joy. Be on the lookout for more 
information and registration. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT CAMP HENRY:  
Camp Henry has many upcoming events to enjoy spring in the outdoors, including Spring Work Day, Dad and 
Me Weekend, and Family Camp. You can register for events and see the full calendar of happenings by clicking 
below—stay tuned for trail ride dates! Click here for more info about events at Camp Henry.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! The Sandwich Brigade is looking for volunteers!  If you are interested in supporting 
this ministry that started in November 2020, we could use your help as the summer months approach.  The 
brigade prepares 150 sandwiches every Monday to deliver to our neighbors at Heartside Ministries.  We could 
use a few subs to fill in this summer as our ‘regular’ volunteers may be on vacation or out of town.  We typically 
have 3-4 volunteers for each Monday, so you wouldn’t be alone in this endeavor! If interested in participating, or 
if you have questions, please contact Susan Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org.

CAMP HENRY HAS A NEW PROJECT- AND THEY NEED YOUR HELP! Camp Henry is super excited to 
be building Hank’s House, a new Duplex that will be an amazing addition, and will help house some of our 
awesome year-round staff members. They are seeking volunteers to help with construction and carpentry - or 
skilled trades workers to assist with plumbing, electrical, drywall, HVAC, and more! Find out how to help here.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: This is a reminder that each Sunday, our Children’s Worship team creates videos for 
children that go with the themes of Sunday services and our church calendar. You can find these videos on the 
Westminster YouTube Channel. Contact Nancy at nancyg@wpcgr.org for more information. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/s/84362476897#success
mailto:busybeemom50%40yahoo.com%20?subject=
http://camphenry.org/events
mailto:nancyg%40wpcgr.org?subject=
mailto:angiek%40wpcgr.org?subject=
http://accessofwestmichigan.org/walk/
http://camphenry.org/events
mailto:susanj%40wpcgr.org?subject=
http://camphenry.org/hanks-house
mailto:nancyg%40wpcgr.org?subject=


NEW!  WESTMINSTER TECH ASSISTANCE TEAM! The Tech Assistance Team is a group of Westminster 
volunteers who can assist the WPC Community with navigating the technology that has become so important 
for keeping in touch during the pandemic.  The Tech Assistance Team can help you with questions such as:
-How do I watch the YouTube livestream on my Smart TV?
-What are all the buttons in a Zoom call for?
-How do I use Facebook?
-How can I prevent emails from being marked as spam?
…and many, many more!!
You can use the form any time to submit general tech assistance requests or you can call the office and they’ll 
pass your request on to the team! Got a request? Let us know here!

THE DEACON’S FUND:  This fund was established many years ago to assist church members with short term 
financial needs, such as utility payments, transportation, and insurance payments. The fund is generously 
funded by the congregation, and we want to put it to use for those that have been hard hit by under-
employment, illness, or other unforeseen circumstances.  To initiate a request, please contact Susan Jennings at 
susanj@wpcgr.org or 456-1456.  All information will be kept confidential.

YOUTH MAILING LIST:  Did you know that each week an email is sent to youth and their parents with 
information about the upcoming youth events? If you didn’t know this, have a teen living in your home, and 
would like to be on this email list, send a note to Laurie at laurieh@wpcgr.org. She will be sure you get on the list!  

ONLINE CONTRIBUTIONS: Please click here for a document that provides information on ways you can give 
digitally to the church. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office at 616-456-1456.

Using Engage Giving by Scanning the QR Code: Scan the code using a QR code reader  
app or the camera on your phone or mobile device. It will take you to the Engage Giving 
log-in window where you can follow the directions above for giving using the website

WESTMINSTER COMMUNITY FACEBOOK GROUP: If you’re on Facebook and haven’t already, please join 
our WPC Community Group! We share reflections after services, our pets, our joys, and church updates in the 
group as another way to stay connected during these times. Click here to join the group.

Westminster Child Development Center 
Returnables for Reading

WCDC is collecting bottles and cans to fund our ever-growing 
library.  We strive to provide books that act as a mirror, where our 
children can see themselves, as well as those that are windows 
into the outside world, to reinforce the value of our differences 
and celebrate our diversity. Please join this effort to provide our 
young learners with the stories that will help them better under-
stand the people and cultures of our world.  If you have cans and/
or bottles to donate, you can ring the bell under the blue WCDC 
awning (located on the La Grave side of Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church) from 6:30 – 6:00 Monday-Friday, and a staff mem-
ber will collect your donation. Thank you, as always, for your           
ongoing support of this crucial mission. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclR63cHk6NBogH55cZJq84RkPS0GpAI_SMRmtfRF0cs89ryw/viewform
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 Westminster’s Building is still closed
 All meetings take place virtually
 with the exception of the Food Pantry 

Sun. April 11
 10:00 am  ..............................................................Online Worship
 2:30 pm  ...................................... Middle School Youth Group
 4:00 pm  ...........................................High School Youth Group

Mon. April 12 
 12:00 pm  ............................................................................Text Talk
 6:30 pm  ...........................................................Deacons Meeting
 7:00 pm  .....................................................Facilities Committee

Tues. April 13
 9:30 am  ......................................................................Food Pantry
 7:00 pm  ...................................Worship Committee Meeting
 7:00 pm  ........................................ Youth Committee Meeting
 7:00 pm  .................................................... Red Cluster Meeting
 
 

Thurs. April 15
 10:30 am  ......................................................................Food Pantry
 2:00 pm  ............................................. Inner Compass Meeting
 

Sat. April 17
 9:00 am  .................................................... Spring Youth Retreat

Sun. April 18
 10:00 am  ..............................................................Online Worship
 11:15 am  .............................................Congregational Meeting
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Upcoming Calendar of Events


