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Gathering: Preparing To Hear The Word

     In Preparation for Worship     
  The whole of Christian life is a witness in protest. In this sense, the church doesn’t protest; the church is a protest.
    — Benjamin D. Wayman

 Opening Voluntary  
  (A musical prayer offered on behalf of the people of God.)    
              “Wondrous Love” David Johnson 
  Helen Hofmeister, Organ

  
 Sharing the Life of Westminster   Rev. Laurie Hartzell  
 
++Call to Worship  Pat & Ron Hoekman  
 
++Opening Hymn 434 “Restore in Us, O God” Baylor
 

 
 Prayer of Confession  (adapted from a prayer by John van de Laar)
  (Trusting that God is love, we express our lament, our brokenness, and our failings to God.) 
  Truth be told, Jesus, there are lots of tables that need overturning in our lives. 
  Beneath the veneer of respectability hide our dark addictions, angry judgments, greed, and  
  heartlessness. We know the pain of keeping up the facade. What a relief it would be to have  
  it all upset, smashed, scattered, and destroyed. So come to us again, Holy One, and help us to  
  radically rearrange the furniture of our lives. Hear us as we place our failings before you...

  Silent Confession

 Assurance  of God’s Grace 
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++Stand as you are able

Morning Worship at 10:00 a.m.
When Jesus Shows Up, Tables Turn

Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love;
renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove. 

O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your power;
from fruitless fear unfurl our lives like springtime bud and flower. 

Bring us, O Christ, to share the fullness of your joy;
baptize us in the risen life that death cannot destroy. 

Three-personed God, fulfill the promise of your grace, 
that we, when all our searching ends, may see you face to face. 



++Response Hymn 202 “An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare” O Waly Waly
    (stanza 2)
 A lasting gift Jesus gave his own;
 to share his bread, his loving cup.
 Whatever burdens may bow us down,
 he by his cross shall lift us up.

++Passing the Peace of Christ   
       (A sign of forgiveness and reconciliation.)
      

 Ministry of Music  “A Lenten Walk”    Hal Hopson 
  Cheri Reid, Soprano
    Josh Leckrone, Baritone
  
      The Word

 Prayer for Illumination    
        (We pray that the words of Scripture may be encountered as God’s Word.) 

 Scripture  John 2:13-22  New Testament
         
     One: The Word of the Lord.
  All: Thanks be to God.

 Sermon   When Jesus Shows Up, Tables Turn Rev. Lynette Sparks

    Responding to The Word

 Affirmation of Faith                                          Rev. Jen Porter
     from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” Presbyterian Church USA
  (We affirm our faith together to remind us who and whose we are.) 
 We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching  
 good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the   
 children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving   
 sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

 Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of   
 human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead,   
 vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life   
 eternal.
 
 Prayers of the People 

 The Lord’s Prayer
   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done    
  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we    
   forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.    
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

  
  Lenten Testimony ....................................      Chris Lock  
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 Offering Our Lives

 Offertory  “My Song Is Love Unknown”   John Ireland 
   Cheri Reid, Soprano
   Josh Leckrone, Baritone

++Doxology  (means “words of glory”—they are a traditional expression of praise to God.)
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
 Praise God, all creatures here below;
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

++Prayer of Dedication  
    Loving God, you do not call us to you because we are worthy, but because you yearn for us.   
    We do not offer you these gifts in order to earn your love, but to celebrate the love you give   
    us. Use them to further your kingdom of justice, love, and mercy. We give you thanks and   
    praise, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

      Going Out To Be The Church
   
 ++Closing Hymn 432 “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” Repton
  How clear is our vocation, Lord, when once we heed your call
  to live according to your word and daily learn, refreshed, restored,
  that you are Lord of all and will not let us fall. 

  But if, forgetful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear;
  if worldly pressures fray the mind and love itself cannot unwind
  its tangled skein of care: our inward life repair. 

  We marvel how your saints became in hindrances more sure:
  whose joyful virtues put to shame the casual way we wear your name, 
  and by your faults obscure your power to cleanse and cure. 

  In what you give us, Lord, to do, together or alone, 
  in old routines or ventures new, may we not cease to look to you: 
  the cross you hung upon, all you endeavored, done. 
  
 

 Charge and Benediction    
   
 
 Closing Voluntary “Fugue in F Minor” J. S. Bach  
  Helen Hofmeister, Organ  
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  P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E

                 Preacher  .................................................................................................................Rev. Lynette Sparks, Senior Pastor 
  Liturgists  ..............................................Rev. Laurie Hartzell, Interim Associate Pastor for Youth and Mission  
    .......................................... Rev. Jen Porter, Associate Pastor for Faith Formation and Pastoral Care
    .......................................................................................................................................... Pat & Ron Hoekman
   
   Minister of Music ..... .......................................................................................................................................... Helen Hofmeister
Worship Musicians  ................................................................................................. Cheri Reid, Soprano; Josh Leckrone, Tenor          
     Technology Team  ........................................................................................... Dan Cisler, Peter Larson, and Stella Sheckler
  Chat Host  .............................................................Susan Jennings, Minister for Pastoral Care and Membership  
    ....................................................................................................................................................................................

“Wondrous Love: Music - ©1965 Augsburg Fortress Publishers
“A Lenten Walk” Words and Music - ©1994 Augsburg Fortress Publisher

“My Song Is Love Unknown” Words and Music - ©1919 John Ireland Trust
 Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #724668-A. 

All rights reserved.

We’re glad you worshiped with us today! 
If you would like to know about the life and ministry of Westminster, 

visit our website at westminstergr.org or contact Susan Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org.

Ahead in Worship
Live Streamed from the Westminster Sanctuary

March 7— Third Sunday in Lent
Guest Preacher Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis

NEXT Church National Gathering
Music: Viviana Kloostra, Soprano

Rebecca Russcher, Mezzo-Soprano

March 14— Fourth Sunday in Lent
When Jesus Shows Up: Truth Quenches Thirst

Rev. Jen Porter preaching
Scripture: John 4:1-42

Music: Helen Hofmeister, Harpsichord
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOUTH WINTER FUN AT CAMP HENRY: February 28 from 2 - 4 p.m. at Camp Henry
Join us for a time of connecting with God, nature and each other at Camp!  We will have some time playing crazy 
games in the “Jake” and also have time to reflect on our relationships with God and each other.  Cost is $5.  Parents 
may stay and fellowship around some fire pits.  Contact laurieh@wpcgr.org if you would like to come!

REGISTER FOR NEXT CHURCH NATIONAL GATHERING!:  March 5-7, Live- Streamed.
For a number of years, elders and staff from Westminster have participated in the annual NEXT Church National 
Gathering. NEXT Church supports and equips Presbyterian congregations, develops leaders, and strengthens con-
nections to have an impact on God’s evolving world. Joel Schultze, Westminster’s Elder for Mission Partnerships, 
serves on the NEXT Church board. This year’s FREE live-streamed gathering, entitled Breaking, Blessing, Building: 
A Call for the Common Good, is available to ALL at no charge! The event includes worship with inspiring preachers, 
keynotes and workshops on dismantling racism, housing justice, and more. You may learn more information and 
register here. 

THURSDAY NIGHT CONNECTION:  Thusdays, March 4 -March 25, 6:30 p.m., Zoom.
Mark Thursdays in March with our community. What happens when Jesus shows up? We will hold our theme 
together at 6:30 on Thursday evenings. All are welcome for a time of led reflection and conversation. There are no 
signups, come as you are available for this shared time on Zoom. 

THE WPC FICTION BOOK GROUP: Sunday, March 21, 7:00 p.m., Zoom 
The WPC Fiction Book Group is meeting via Zoom for fellowship and lively discussion. On Sunday evening March 21 
@ 7:00 we will log on to discuss UNSHELTERED by Barbara Kingsolver. On April 18 we will celebrate Poetry Month 
with a discussion of African American poetry, including the Young Adult novel in verse, BROWN GIRL DREAMING 
by Jacqueline Woodson. May 16 will “take” us to Syria with a discussion of THE BEEKEEPER OF ALEPPO by Christy 
Lefteri. All our meetings begin @ 7:00 p.m.  New readers and voices are always welcome.  Email beckmarcella7@
gmail.com to join the fun.

SPRING BREAK DAYS OF ADVENTURE AT CAMP HENRY:  April 6-8, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Camp Henry. 
Days of Adventure provide awesome opportunities for campers to get to the Shores of Old Lake Kimball.  Each day 
will include a full schedule of camp programs and activities as well as lunch. Camp Henry is providing a safe and 
structured setting where kids can have a blast! 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. each day. Ages 7-13 | $50 per day | Transportation 
from WPC is available for an additional $15 per day. Click here for more information.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP AT WESTMINSTER?  If you would you like to learn more 
about Westminster and our ministries, or considering becoming a member, please contact Susan Jennings at              
susanj@wpcgr.org or 717-5542.  We are trying to garner interest in a new member orientation for this winter/spring. 
Thank you!

YOUTH MAILING LIST:  Did you know that each week an email is sent to youth and their parents with 
information about the upcoming youth events?  If you didn’t know this, have a teen living in your home, and would 
like to be on this email list, send a note to Laurie at laurieh@wpcgr.org.  She will be sure you get on the list!  

MIDDLE SCHOOL COORDINATOR: The Youth Committee is looking for a part-time middle school coordinator.  
If you know of anyone who might be interested, have them contact Laurie Hartzell (laurieh@wpcgr.org) for a job 
description and other details about being considered for this job.  

mailto:laurieh%40wpcgr.org?subject=
https://nextchurch.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d0baf535a611a81a059e22d63&id=22232506bd&e=3b0307bd37
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84820418520
mailto:beckmarcella7%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:beckmarcella7%40gmail.com?subject=
http://camphenry.org/days-of-adventure
mailto:susanj%40wpcgr.org?subject=
mailto:laurieh%40wpcgr.org?subject=
mailto:laurieh%40wpcgr.org?subject=


YOUTH SUMMER TRIPS: The Middle Schoolers will be camping in Nordhouse Dunes from June 13 - June 16.  The 
High Schoolers will leave on June 25 to spend a long weekend in the Bridgebuilders Program with Sunshine Gospel 
Ministries and then take a couple days to camp and reflect in Devil’s Lake, Wisconsin, returning via the Lakeshore 
Express on July 1.  We are excited to be partnering with Camp Henry on these trips!  Click here for more information 
and registration details about the Middle School Trip and here for High School.

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY: These groups meet every Wednesday to read a chapter of scripture 
each week and hold a few questions to share in conversation. Groups gather via zoom at 7:00 p.m. Members, 
visitors, friends are welcome. Sign up here.

PHONE SYSTEM CHANGES: If you need to call the church or reach a staff member,  please call 616-456-1456.  That 
number will get you into our automated system.  Our direct dial phone system  is currently in a time of upgrading 
and for now; the 717 numbers are not working.  Thank you for your patience.

THE DEACON’S FUND:  This fund was established many years ago to assist church members with short term 
financial needs, such as utility payments, transportation, and insurance payments. The fund is generously funded 
by the congregation, and we want to put it to use for those that have been hard hit by under-employment, illness, 
or other unforeseen circumstances.  To initiate a request, please contact Susan Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org or           
456-1456.  All information will be kept confidential.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: This is a reminder that each Sunday, our Children’s Worship team creates videos for 
children that go with the themes of Sunday services and our church calendar. You can find these videos on the 
Westminster YouTube Channel. Contact Nancy at nancyg@wpcgr.org for more information. 

CAMP HENRY HAS A NEW WAY TO SPEND TIME WITH YOUR FAMILY: Need a spot for your family to play 
or exercise? Check out our Jacobs Recreation Pavilion! Full-length court, Basketball, Volleyball, and Pickleball Walls 
can open for access to fresh air and Bathrooms are available. Connect with Jordan Bont, Guest Experiences Director, 
to reserve your spot! Email jordanb@camphenry.org or call 231-652-6472.

SPOTLIGHT: DAY CAMP | AGES 5-8: Day Camp is the perfect way to get a taste of Camp Henry while still 
sleeping at home. Each day has a theme and new adventures await! Day Camp is for ages 5-8 and lunch is provided. 
Each session runs Monday to Friday from 9:30am to 4:00pm. Dates and Rates: Cost: $245 (Transportation from Grand 
Rapids $40). Week 3: July 5-9, 2021; Week 4: July 12-16, 2021; Week 5: July 19-23, 2021. Learn more here.

ONLINE CONTRIBUTIONS: Please click here for a document that provides information on ways you can give 
digitally to the church. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office at 616-456-1456.

Using Engage Giving by Scanning the QR Code: Scan the code using a QR code reader  
app or the camera on your phone or mobile device. It will take you to the Engage Giving 
log-in window where you can follow the directions above for giving using the website

WESTMINSTER COMMUNITY FACEBOOK GROUP: If you’re on Facebook and haven’t already, please join our 
WPC Community Group! We share reflections after services, our pets, our joys, and church updates in the group as 
another way to stay connected during these times. Click here to join the group.
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 Westminster’s Building is still closed
 All meetings take place virtually
 with the exception of the Food Pantry

Sun. Feb. 28
 10:00 am  ..............................................................Online Worship
 2:00 pm  .................................................Youth Winter Fun Day

Mon. March 1 
 12:00 pm  ............................................................................Text Talk
 5:30 pm  .................................. Deacons Moderators Meeting
 7:00 pm  ............................................................ Session Meeting

Tues. March 2
 9:30 am  ......................................................................Food Pantry

Wed. March 3
 7:00 pm  ........................................ Youth Committee Meeting

Thurs. March 4
 10:30 am  ......................................................................Food Pantry
 2:00 pm  ............................................................... Inner Compass
 4:00 pm  .................................................... Red Cluster Meeting
 6:30 pm  ......................................Thursday Night Connection

Fri. March 5
 All Day  ..........................................NEXT Church Conference

Sat. March 6
 All Day  ..........................................NEXT Church Conference

Sun. March 7
 10:00 am  ..............................................................Online Worship
 4:00 pm  ....................................................................Youth Group
 All Day  ..........................................NEXT Church Conference
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Upcoming Calendar of Events


