
++ Stand as you are able 1 32

Gathering: Preparing To Hear The Word

	 In Preparation for Worship
		           “Sometimes when you sacrifice something precious, you're not really losing it. You're just 	
	            passing it on to someone else.”		              
 				    — Mitch Albom, The Five People You Meet in Heaven

	 Sentences of Scripture	                                                                             Rev. Lynette Sparks
	
	 Opening Voluntary 	       “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”   	  arr. Robert Hobby
  		  Helen Hofmeister, Organ

	 Sharing the Life of Westminster		  Rev. Jen Porter
	      
 ++Call to Worship (adapted from liturgy by John van de Laar) 	
              One:	    Come, seekers of life! Let us sow the seeds of our prayers and songs into 		
                           the fertile soil of God's presence.
	          All:	    Let life crack open our hearts and give birth to renewed spirits.
              One:	    Let all that brings death be consumed in the passionate flame of our 
	                     worship,
	          All:	    and let the resurrection power of God be expressed and made 
	                     visible in our shared life.
	        One:    Let us seek signs of God’s kin-dom breaking into the world!

 ++Hymn 619	 "Praise My Soul, the God of Heaven"	 Lauda Anima

	 Prayer of Confession 	          John Schlafley	
	

	
	  Silent Confession

 

                                                     "Kyrie" used with permission 0f Lee J. Afdahl   

	 The Assurance of God's Grace  	
              One:    Friends, believe the Good News.		
                All:    In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

++Response Hymn 42       "Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure"            Winchester New
					     (stanza 1)	     

Your faithfulness, O Lord, is sure
in all your words, your gracious deeds;

you gently lift all burdened souls
and well provide for all our needs.

++Passing the Peace of Christ 
	        One:    The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
	          All:    And also with you. 

	 Ministry of Music	   
	           8:30 	 "Give Me Jesus" 	 arr. Moses Hogan
  		   Mark Jackson, Tenor

	          11:00	 "Somebody's Knockin' at Your Door"	 arr. Ken Berg
Somebody's knockin' at your door! Oh, sinner, why don't you answer?
Somebody's prayin' for your soul! Oh, sinner, why don't you answer?

Someone is a-knockin' at your door!
Somebody's singin' "Hallelu!" Oh, sinner, why don't you answer?

Somebody's knockin' at your door!
  Chapel Singers

	
	 Blessings with Younger Disciples                 	 Nancy Greidanus                          

	
		  Congregation:	 As you worship together, may God be with you. 
		  Children:	 And also with you. 		
		  Congregation:	 Go in peace!

			   The Word	

	 Scripture	                                                   Mark 10:17-31               	 New Testament, p. 46

			  One:	  The Word of the Lord.			 
			   All:	  Thanks be to God.              
								      
	 Sermon	                                        Together in the Kin-dom:                        Rev. Lynette Sparks	

A Community of Sacrifice

Responding To The Word

++Affirmation of Faith  (adapted from the Belhar Confession)                 
		       We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the unity of the 		
		       communion of saints of the entire human family. And we believe that 		
	       this unity of the people of God must be manifest and active, in that we 		
	       love one another; that we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to one 		
	       another; that we share one baptism together; that we eat of one bread 		
            and drink of one cup together; that we confess one name, one Lord, for 		
	       one cause, with one hope—which is the height and the breadth and the 		
	       depth and the love of Christ, forever and ever. Amen.
	
	 Prayers of the People................................ 	 Rev. Laurie Hartzell
	
	 The Lord’s Prayer
		       Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 		
		       come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 		
            daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
	       against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 		
            thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

	 Focus on Stewardship............................... 	 Cheryl Bremer

	 Offering Our Lives                                                                         
	      
		       Offertory 8:30 .............. "The King of Love My Shepherd Is"   	 arr. John Ness Beck
			   ......................................... Mark Jackson, Tenor

			      11:00 .................................“A Celtic Kyrie”    	 Lee Dengler
They came to Jesus, those who were needy, weakened of body,  weary of soul. 

They cried to Jesus, “Lord, have mercy.”
In his compassion, he touched their lives.
In his compassion, he made them whole.

Kyrie eleison. O Lord, have mercy on your children.
Christe eleison. Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy.

Your love is steadfast, blessed Redeemer, though we are needy, guilty of sin. 
Lord, hear your children, crying for mercy,

In your compassion, touch our lives.
In your compassion, Lord, cleanse us deep within.

We kneel before you, Jesus, our savior, and we implore you,
“Lord, hear our prayer!”

Kyrie eleison. O Lord, have mercy on your children.
Christe eleison. Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy.

   Sanctuary Choir
++Doxology 
		           Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
                Praise God, all creatures here below;
                Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
                Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

	 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
		           One:    The Lord be with you.
		             All:    And also with you.
		           One:    Lift up your hearts.
		             All:    We lift them up to the Lord.
		           One:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	             All:    It is right to give thanks and praise.
			    Gracious God, we present these gifts and renew our commitment 		
			    to leave everything behind and follow you. Give us the courage to 		
			    fulfill your will. In everything we do and say, help us 	become living 	
			    offerings worthy of being called your disciples. 		
			    Amen.

		      .       Going Out to Be The Church
		
++Closing Hymn  724                 "O Jesus, I Have Promised"	 Angel's Story

++Charge and Benediction

	     Closing Voluntary	                        “Toccata in D Minor”                                   Johann Froberger
Helen Hofmeister, Organ

   		
	

"My Shepherd Will Supply My Need," "Give Me Jesus," "Somebody's Knockin,'" "The King 
of Love My Shepherd Is," and "A Celtic Kyrie" used with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #724668-A. All rights reserved.

 

Morning Worship
Together in the Kin-dom: A Community of Sacrifice

Kyrie - Unison	 “Lord, Have Mercy”	  Lee J. Afdahl

The Charge - Go into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold on to all that is good. 
Return no one evil for evil. Do justice. Walk with those who are fainthearted. Help those 
who suffer. Honor all people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

O Lord, you are the maker of justice and the source of righteousness, 
the one who hears the cries of those who suffer and satisfies all who 
hunger. Forgive us when we fail to reflect your just love: when we have 
food and food left over, yet we do not share with any in need; when we 
have power for good and power for change, yet we use it only for our 
own self-preservation; when we have the words of the prophets before 
us, yet we cover our ears lest they make us uncomfortable. Forgive us, O 
Lord, and teach us to follow in your way...

++Stand in body or in spirit

(Children three years through second grade may finish their time of worship in the 
worship centers. Children's worship leaders or parents will shepherd them from the 
sanctuary to their rooms. Parents may pick them up in their worship rooms following 
the service.)



T w e n t i e t h  S u n d ay 
a f t e r  P e n t e c o s t

O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  2 0 2 1
 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

616-456-1456 / westminstergr.org / Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

A Community of Sacrifice

Welcome
If you have questions about the life of the church or becoming a member, please 
email Susan Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org. More information about worship 
and updates from the church can be found at westminstergr.org. You are welcome 
and celebrated here!

Assistance
If you’d like a large-print bulletin or a hearing device, please ask one of the ushers 
at a sanctuary entrance. For T-loop hearing assistance, set your hearing aid to T.

Children
Parents of three-year-olds to fifth graders, come to the children's check-in tables 
in the Gathering Place before the service to sign in.

Children are welcome throughout the service! Ask an usher if you’d like special 
worship bags, folders, or children’s bulletins to help your kids engage in worship. 
The nursery (babies through two-year-olds) is available during the service. 
Children (ages 3 through 2nd grade) will begin worship in the sanctuary and be 
invited to continue worship in the interactive settings of our worship centers. 
Leaders will shepherd them to their centers, but parents are welcome to lead 
them as well. Children will wait for you at the end of the service in the Children’s 
Ministry hallway off the Gathering Place. 

Masking Update
Per CDC guidelines, we ask that you wear a mask for all indoor gatherings at 
church. This includes worship and meetings. The Way Forward Committee and 
staff continue to monitor CDC recommendations and infection levels in our 
community. We will have masks available at church if you need one. 

     Welcome to Westminster

P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E
Preacher.................................................................Rev. Lynette Sparks, Senior Pastor
Liturgists...................................................................Rev. Jen Porter, Associate Pastor   
........................................................................................ John Schlafley, Elder for Music
........................................................................... Cheryl Bremer, Elder for Stewardship
............................................................Rev. Laurie Hartzell, Interim Associate Pastor

Musicians....................................................... Helen Hofmeister, Minister of Music
8:30....................................................................................................Mark Jackson, Tenor
11:00.............................................................................................................. Chapel Singers	
.................................................................................................................... Sanctuary Choir
..............................................................................................Janlee Richter, Accompanist

Acolytes............................................................................................................Gabe Larson
...................................................................................................................... Mallory Larson
Ushers......................................................................................................................... Team A
8:30....................................................................................................................Mary Dirkse
.................................................................................................................Louis VanderHave
........................................................................................................................... Chuck Wylie
11:00.................................................................................................................... Bill Baguley
........................................................................................................................... Tom Kormos
.................................................................................................................... Jeanne Marshall
................................................................................................................. Michael Marshall
............................................................................................................................Pete Persons
..............................................................................................................................Bill Warren
........................................................................................................................Carole Warren
............................................................................................................................... Todd Helle
........................................................................................................Heather Lermont-Pape

Worship Centers 
8:30 a.m. ................................................................................................Nancy Greidanus

11:00 a.m.
Worship Center 1 (Young 5's and Kindergarten)....................................Lisa Smith
....................................................................................................................Rowen Heethuis
Worship Center 2 (1st and 2nd Grade)............................................... Jessica Herceg
....................................................................................................... Eliza Dengerink-VanTil
Nurturing Center (Age 3 and 4)...............................................Maggie Atwater
.................................................................................................................. Amanda Schnepp

Ahead in Worship
In person 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.

October 17 — Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Together in the Kin-dom: A Community of Servanthood

Rev. Lynette Sparks
Mark 10:35-45

Music 8:30: Josh Leckrone, Baritone
11:00: Sanctuary Choir

October 24 — Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Dr. Alonzo Johnson, Guest Preacher

Music: 8:30: Youth Retreat Music
11:00: Youth Retreat Music, Sanctuary Choir

Together in the Kin-dom: 

Ahead in Adult Faith Formation 
9:45-10:40, chapel

Oct. 10: “WCDC: The Kin-dom across generations”
Oct. 17: “Food: The Kin-dom across the table”
Oct. 24: “Camp: The Kin-dom across creation”

This year’s stewardship theme is All In: Together in the Kin-Dom. Each of us is 
a vital piece of the family puzzle of Westminster. If one is missing, the puzzle is 
not complete.  And each of you, as a piece of the puzzle, have a story to tell of how 
Westminster has shaped your faith and sharpened your vision for God’s kin-dom 
in our community.  When every piece is included, it is a beautiful picture of who 
we are together!

Being all in also invites us to search our hearts for how God is calling us to 
manage all that has been entrusted to our care for the building up of God’s 
kin-dom at and through Westminster—our time, our talents, and our treasures.  
The strength of our ministry lies in the generosity of each member, each piece 
of the puzzle.  Every gift is significant. You are invited to give as Jesus gave this 
stewardship season: unconditionally and joyfully.

Gratefully, 
Cheryl Bremer
Elder for Stewardship

A Message for Stewardship Season



Announcements
Last Chance to Sign Up for Fall Youth Retreat! The deadline to register is 
this Monday October 11. There are still scholarships available! The retreat will be at 
Camp Henry on October 22nd and 23rd and will reflect on the theme “Together.” Sign 
up today on the youth page of the website or contact Laurie at laurieh@wpcgr.org. 

Listening Circles invitation: October 17, 19, 24, and 26 In August, we 
communicated our intention to slow down the discernment process regarding 
proposed changes to our sanctuary stained-glass window and our plan to hold multi-
generational listening circles. These listening circles will be a chance to share what 
is on our hearts and minds at this time, deeply listening to each other before further 
steps in the discernment process are taken. Outside facilitators who have experience 
with listening circles will assist us in this meaningful work. You can find out more 
about the listening circles and choose a date to register by going to the news and 
updates page on the website or by contacting Christine Davis at 
christined@wpcgr.org or 616-717-5532. 

Heartside Historic Murals Walking Tour: October 10 Join the Social Justice 
Committee for a walking tour of five new murals in the Heartside Neighborhood. 
We’ll meet in the Gathering Space after the 11:00 service, have lunch at Forty Acres 
Soul Kitchen at 1059 Wealthy St., then return to Heartside for the tour from 2:00 to 
3:00 pm. Dwelling Place has worked with local and regional artists to implement 
a mural series that focuses on the history of Heartside, featuring the stories of 
people who may not have been centered in the past. Tours are free but registration is 
required, so please register at www.dwellingplacegr.org/heartside-historic-murals.

Considering “Race” with Sonya Fryer:  Sunday October 10, High School at 
4, Middle School at 5. Youth Group will continue to explore the theme “Together” as 
we consider race and how our faith influences our lives in a world where racial pain is 
so deep and wide. There will still be games and check-in time too.  

Camp Henry 5K: Saturday, October 16, virtually or at Camp Henry Camp Henry 
is excited to welcome back runners and walkers for the Run for Camp 5K. This 
fundraising event helps raise money for the Summer Scholarship Program. Sign 
up to participate, volunteer, sponsor, or donate. The Run for Camp 5K is looking for 
volunteers to help make this event a success. Volunteer to be a Race Marshall, Water 
Station Attendant, and more! You can sign up at: http://camphenry.org/runforcamp

  WPA Book Group: October 17, 7:00 p.m., Parlor A new month and a new book. 
The WPC Fiction Book Group will meet on Sunday, October 17, to discuss Drive Your 
Plow Over the Bones of the Dead by Olga Tokarczuk. Described as “a brilliant literary 
murder mystery”, this novel should generate plenty of interesting discussion. All are 
welcome! Any questions, contact Marcie Beck, beckmarcella7@gmail.com.

Third Grade Bibles Sunday: October 17, 11:00 a.m. The Westminster family will 
give each of its 3rd graders a personal Bible. The Bibles will be dedicated in the 11:00 
worship service. This is a meaningful time in the life of the church as we see God’s 
faithfulness to the next generation.

  Elisabeth Circle: October 19, 1:00 p.m., Parlor The Elisabeth Circle will meet 
October 19 to discuss chapter 7 of Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor. Everyone is 
welcome to visit or join the Elisabeth Circle at any time. Contact Lois Waldecker at 
784-0900 if you have any questions. 

Interested in Becoming a Member? October 20 and 27, 6:30 p.m. If you’re 
thinking about joining Westminster or want to learn more about our church and the 
ministry we are called to, please join us for our upcoming New Member Orientation! 
We will meet Wednesday, October 20, and Wednesday, October 27, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. New members will be received during the 11:00 worship service on Sunday, 
October 31. To sign up for the informational sessions, contact Susan Jennings at 616-
717-5542 or susanj@wpcgr.org.

West Michigan Community Organizing Launch  October 28, 7 p.m. For two 
years, Westminster has been building relationships with other organizations to create 
a powerful broad-based organization in West Michigan that will act together on the 
issues our families face. Join us on October 28 as we welcome new commitments 
from around four institutions and discuss the issues we will take on together. Sign up 
at bit.ly/OrgLaunchMI 
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This Week’s Calendar This Week’s Calendar This Week’s Calendar
Sun. October 10
	 8:30 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School and Children’s Choirs............... Upstairs
	 9:40 a.m.	 Confirmation Class.............................. Conference Room
	 9:45 a.m.	 Adult Faith Formation .............................................. Chapel
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 4:00 p.m.	 High School Youth Group..............................Youth Room
	 4:00 p.m.	 Chapel Singers......Choir Room, Upstairs Music Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group.........................Youth Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Kirk Singers........................................................ Choir Room

Mon. October 11
	 11:00 a.m.	 Quilting Group..................................Multipurpose Room
	 4:30 p.m.	 True North Board Meeting............... Conference Room
	 7:00 p.m.	 Facilities Committee........................... Conference Room

Tues. October 12
	 7:00 p.m.	 FASD Support Group.................................................Library

Wed. October 13	
	 6:30 a.m.	 Youth Prayer Breakfast......................................Wolfgangs
	 6:30 p.m.	 WM Gay Men’s Chorus.................................. Choir Room

Thurs. October 14
	 10:30 a.m.	 Food Pantry........................................................Front Lobby
	 7:15 p.m.	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal............................ Choir Room

Saturday October 16
	 10:00 a.m.	 Camp Henry 5k................................................Camp Henry

Sun. October 17
	 8:30 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School and Children’s Choirs............... Upstairs
	 9:40 a.m.	 Confirmation Class.............................. Conference Room
	 9:45 a.m.	 Adult Faith Formation .............................................. Chapel
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 4:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group.........................Youth Room
	 4:00 p.m.	 Kirk Singers........................................................ Choir Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Chapel Singers................................................... Choir Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Listening Circles....................................Various Locations
	 7:00 p.m.	 Fiction Book Group......................................................Parlor

Announcements 
	
Sunday Morning Greeters: If you appreciate being greeted with a friendly 
hello when you come to worship, please consider being a greeter!  It’s an easy 
way to meet new people and to offer hospitality at the same time. Contact Susan 
Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org if you are interested in signing up. Thank you! 

Adult Faith Formation Sundays, 9:45-10:40, chapel For the next three 
Sundays, our conversation between services will center around our core missions 
and the focus of those ministries within the kin-dom. Join us in the chapel at 
9:45 a.m. to reconnect and explore these aspects within our lives of faith. This 
Sunday’s topic will be “WCDC: the kin-dom across generations.”

Donations
Donations can be made by scanning the QR code on this page,  
through our secure online giving site, by check sent to the church 
office, and through other forms. If you have questions about how 
to give to the church, please email angiek@wpcgr.org or call 
616-717-5581
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	 6:30 a.m.	 Youth Prayer Breakfast......................................Wolfgangs
	 6:30 p.m.	 WM Gay Men’s Chorus.................................. Choir Room

Thurs. October 14
	 10:30 a.m.	 Food Pantry........................................................Front Lobby
	 7:15 p.m.	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal............................ Choir Room

Saturday October 16
	 10:00 a.m.	 Camp Henry 5k................................................Camp Henry

Sun. October 17
	 8:30 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School and Children’s Choirs............... Upstairs
	 9:40 a.m.	 Confirmation Class.............................. Conference Room
	 9:45 a.m.	 Adult Faith Formation .............................................. Chapel
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 4:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group.........................Youth Room
	 4:00 p.m.	 Kirk Singers........................................................ Choir Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Chapel Singers................................................... Choir Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Listening Circles....................................Various Locations
	 7:00 p.m.	 Fiction Book Group......................................................Parlor

Announcements 
	
Sunday Morning Greeters: If you appreciate being greeted with a friendly 
hello when you come to worship, please consider being a greeter!  It’s an easy 
way to meet new people and to offer hospitality at the same time. Contact Susan 
Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org if you are interested in signing up. Thank you! 

Adult Faith Formation Sundays, 9:45-10:40, chapel For the next three 
Sundays, our conversation between services will center around our core missions 
and the focus of those ministries within the kin-dom. Join us in the chapel at 
9:45 a.m. to reconnect and explore these aspects within our lives of faith. This 
Sunday’s topic will be “WCDC: the kin-dom across generations.”

Donations
Donations can be made by scanning the QR code on this page,  
through our secure online giving site, by check sent to the church 
office, and through other forms. If you have questions about how 
to give to the church, please email angiek@wpcgr.org or call 
616-717-5581

Sun. October 10
	 8:30 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School and Children’s Choirs............... Upstairs
	 9:40 a.m.	 Confirmation Class.............................. Conference Room
	 9:45 a.m.	 Adult Faith Formation .............................................. Chapel
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 4:00 p.m.	 High School Youth Group..............................Youth Room
	 4:00 p.m.	 Chapel Singers......Choir Room, Upstairs Music Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group.........................Youth Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Kirk Singers........................................................ Choir Room

Mon. October 11
	 11:00 a.m.	 Quilting Group..................................Multipurpose Room
	 4:30 p.m.	 True North Board Meeting............... Conference Room
	 7:00 p.m.	 Facilities Committee........................... Conference Room

Tues. October 12
	 7:00 p.m.	 FASD Support Group.................................................Library

Wed. October 13	
	 6:30 a.m.	 Youth Prayer Breakfast......................................Wolfgangs
	 6:30 p.m.	 WM Gay Men’s Chorus.................................. Choir Room

Thurs. October 14
	 10:30 a.m.	 Food Pantry........................................................Front Lobby
	 7:15 p.m.	 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal............................ Choir Room

Saturday October 16
	 10:00 a.m.	 Camp Henry 5k................................................Camp Henry

Sun. October 17
	 8:30 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 9:30 a.m.	 Church School and Children’s Choirs............... Upstairs
	 9:40 a.m.	 Confirmation Class.............................. Conference Room
	 9:45 a.m.	 Adult Faith Formation .............................................. Chapel
	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship Service....................................................Sanctuary
	 4:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group.........................Youth Room
	 4:00 p.m.	 Kirk Singers........................................................ Choir Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Chapel Singers................................................... Choir Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 Listening Circles....................................Various Locations
	 7:00 p.m.	 Fiction Book Group......................................................Parlor

Announcements 
	
Sunday Morning Greeters: If you appreciate being greeted with a friendly 
hello when you come to worship, please consider being a greeter!  It’s an easy way to 
meet new people and to offer hospitality at the same time. Contact Susan Jennings 
at susanj@wpcgr.org if you are interested in signing up. Thank you! 

Adult Faith Formation Sundays, 9:45-10:40, chapel For the next three 
Sundays, our conversation between services will center around our core missions 
and the focus of those ministries within the kin-dom. Join us in the chapel at 9:45 
a.m. to reconnect and explore these aspects within our lives of faith. This Sunday’s 
topic will be “WCDC: the kin-dom across generations.”

Donations
Donations can be made by scanning the QR code on this page,  
through our secure online giving site, by check sent to the church 
office, and through other forms. If you have questions about how 
to give to the church, please email angiek@wpcgr.org or call 
616-717-5581
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