MORNING WORSHIP
Big God, Big Questions

GATHERING: PREPARING TO HEAR THE WORD

In Preparation for Worship
“But God has no qualms about making the most profound request in human history of
a teenager, Mary. .. God asks this teenager to bring salvation to the world. . .
— Kendra Creasy Dean in “The Godbearing Life.”

Sentences of Scripture Jemma Doublestein (11:00)

Opening Voluntary "Simple Gifts" arr. Russell Schulz-Widmar

Sharing the Life of Westminster Susan Jennings
++Call to Worship Marcos Calderon and Reagan Weaver (11:00)
One: Christ, your presence is here.
All: Give us discernment to see you among us.
One: Christ, your grace is here.
All: Give us courage to bring our full selves to you.
One: Christ, your hope is here.
All: Give us faith to leave our worries in your hands.
One: Christ, your love is here.
All: May that love fill us and transform us.
Oh Christ, surround us as we worship our living God.
++Hymn 321 "The Church's One Foundation" Aurelia
Prayer of Confession
(adapted from a prayer in “Guerillas of Grace” by Ted Loder)
Gracious and Holy One, we come to you full of much that
clutters, distracts, stifles, and burdens. Empty us now of gnawing
dissatisfactions, anxious imaginings, nagging prejudices, old scores
to settle and the arrogance of being right. Empty us of the disguises
and lies in which we hide ourselves. Hollow out in us a space for
your abundant life to grow and flow in us. Hear our prayers....

Abigail Strand (11:00)

Silent Confession
Kyrie - Unison “Lord, Have Mercy” Lee]. Afdahl
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The Assurance of God's Grace
One: Friends, believe the Good News.
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
++Response Hymn 581  "Glory be to the Father"
(stanza 1)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Gloria Patri

++Stand in body or in spirit

++Passing the Peace of Christ
One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Ministry of Music
8:30 “Song without Words” Op. 19, No. 4 Felix Mendelssohn
Ellen Pool, Piano
11:00 “Canta Una Canciéon” Victor C. Johnson

Canta una cancion alegre. Canta una cancion de amor
Con alegria en su corazon, Canta juntos en armonia.
Canta untos en unidad.

Escucha mi cancion. Escucha con el corazon.
Escucha mi cancién de la paz y el amor.

Sing a song of joy. Sing a song of love.
With joy in your heart, sing together in harmony.
Sing together in unity.

Listen to my song. Listen with your heart.
Listen to my song of peace and love.

Kirk Singers

Blessings with Younger Disciples (11:00) Nancy Greidanus
(Children three years through second grade may finish their time of worship in the
worship centers. Children's worship leaders or parents will shepherd them from the
sanctuary to their rooms. Parents may pick them up in their worship rooms following
the service.)

Congregation: As you worship together, may God be with you.
Children: And also with you.
Congregation: Go in peace!

THE WORD
Prayer of Illumination Jocelyn Russell and Hendrika Maher (11:00)
Scripture Matthew 16:13-19 New Testament p. 18

One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon:

"Big God, Big Questions" Rev. Laurie Hartzell

RESPONDING To THE WORD

++Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Belhar Confession) Charlie Molitor (11:00)
We believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers,
protects and cares for the Church by Word and Spirit, as God has done
since the beginning of the world and will do to the end. We believe in one
holy, universal Christian Church, the communion of saints called from
the entire human family. We believe that God has entrusted to the
Church the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that
the Church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world;
that the Church is called blessed because it is a peacemaker; that the
Church is witness both by word and by deed to the new heaven and the
new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Receiving Confirmands into Church Membership (11:00) Rev. Lynette Sparks
and Elder Tim Born

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer Sara Zallar
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering Our Lives
Offertory:
8:30 “Prelude on a Kentucky Hymn” arr. Russell Schulz-Widmar
11:00 “Keep God’s Light” Mark Patterson

Keep God's light before you; Keep God’s truth beside you;
Keep God'’s hope to guide you everywhere you go.
Keep God’s peace within you; Feel God’s strength defend you;
Let God’s love begin to fill your thirsty soul.

Verse: Hold on in times of sorrow; hold on through days of despair;
Even in the darkest valley God will always be there. Refrain:
Verse: Look now to days of gladness; God’s light still shines the way,
Never fading, never failing, teaching us as we pray. Refrain:
Hold on! God will show you the way.

Kees Duncan, Percussion
Sanctuary Choir

++Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication Tristan Mac Gerville-Réache (11:00)
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right to give thanks and praise.
Holy One, we offer ourselves to you. Lead us on the way of
knowing you, knowing ourselves. Help us learn to do justice,
love kindness and walk humbly with you. With the light of
Christ before us we pray, Amen.

GOING OUT TO BE THE CHURCH
++Closing Hymn 450 "Be Thou My Vision" Slane
++Charge and Benediction Declan Hayes (11:00)

Closing Voluntary

“Dialogue” Russell Schulz-Widmar

The Charge - Go into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold on to all that is good.
Return no one evil for evil. Do justice. Walk with those who are fainthearted. Help those
who suffer. Honor all people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

"Kyrie" used with permission of Lee J. Afdahl
“Canta Una Cancién,” “Keep God’s Light,” and “Dialogue” are used by permission
under ONE LICENSE, License #724668-A. All rights reserved.



AHEAD IN WORSHIP
In person 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.

November 21—The Reign of Christ
Together in the Kin-dom: A Covenant Community
Rev. Lynette Sparks
Scripture: 2 Samuel 23:1-7
Music: 8:30 Natalie Feldpausch, Oboe
11:00 Sanctuary Choir

November 28 — First Sunday in Advent
Coming to Us...Persistent Advent Hope
Rev. Laurie Hartzell
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-9; Isaiah 43:1;18-19
Music: 8:30 Cheri Reid, Soprano

Welcome to Westminster

WELCOME

If you have questions about the life of the church or becoming a member, please
email Susan Jennings at susanj@wpcgr.org. More information about worship
and updates from the church can be found at westminstergr.org. You are welcome
and celebrated here!

ASSISTANCE

If you'd like a large-print bulletin or a hearing device, please ask one of the ushers
at a sanctuary entrance. For T-loop hearing assistance, set your hearing aid to T.

CHILDREN

Parents of three-year-olds to fifth graders, come to the children's check-in tables
in the Gathering Place before the service to sign in. Children are welcome
throughout the service! Ask an usher if you'd like special worship bags, folders,
or children’s bulletins to help your kids engage in worship. The nursery (babies
through two-year-olds) is available during the service. Children (ages 3 through
2nd grade) will begin worship in the sanctuary and be invited to continue
worship in the interactive settings of our worship centers. Leaders will shepherd
them to their centers, but parents are welcome to lead them as well. Children will
wait for you at the end of the service in the Children’s Ministry hallway off the
Gathering Place.

MASKING UPDATE

Per CDC guidelines, we ask that you wear a mask for all indoor gatherings at
church. This includes worship and meetings. The Way Forward Committee and
staff continue to monitor CDC recommendations and infection levels in our
community. We will have masks available at church if you need one.

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'’S SERVICE
Preacher.... e Rev. Laurie Hartzell, Interim Associate Pastor

LIEUTZISES woovverreenresseeseesseesseessseesssessssessssessssessssessssessssesssssssssessasessaes Jemma Doublestein
.................................... Susan Jennings, Minister for Pastoral Care and Membership
........................................................... Marcos Calderon, Reagan Weaver, Abigail Strand
...................................... Nancy Greidanus, Minister for Children and Their Families
.......................................................... Jocelyn Russell, Hendrika Maher, Charlie Molitor
......................................................................................... Rev. Lynette Sparks, Senior Pastor
.......................................................................... Tim Born, Elder for Children's Ministries
............................................................................. Sara Zallar, Youth Ministry Coordinator
...................................................................... Tristan Mac Gerville-Réache, Declan Hayes

MUSICIANIS ..ceieeceeeee et sssssseseens Helen Hofmeister, Minister of Music
B30 ettt Ellen Pool, Piano
L1200 ceoeeneesseessessssessseesssesssssessssessse s bbb bbb Kirk Singers

........................................................................................................................... Sanctuary Choir
..................................................................................................... Janlee Richter, Accompanist

ACOLYLES .ottt ss s ssaaes Emma and Katie Kloostra
USHETS . ceueereeetrecise ittt bbb bbbt Team B
8130 ceuueieeieeie bbb Bernie and Kathy Smith
............................................................................................................ Bill and Roleen Westfall
11200 cueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeseseseseessessaseseeseeseetetassesetasasseeasasaseeen Gordon Griffin, David Abbott,

......................................................................................... Larry Hollenbeck, Chris Mayhew,
................................................................................................... Randy Block, Steve Marshall

WOoORSHIP CENTERS 11:00 a.Im.

Worship Center 1 (Young 5's and Kindergarten,).............. Coreen and Will Hausig

Worship Center 2 (1st and 2nd Grade)........coecveeeveeerecerrecernecens Leslie and Lily Fiore

NURTURING CENTER (Age 3 and 4) ............. Katie Prince and Malorie Ninemeier
CONFIRMANDS

Marcos Calderon
Tristan Mac Gerville-Réache
Hendrika Maher
Charlie Molitor
Reagan Weaver
Abigail Strand
Jocelyn Russell
Declan Hayes

AN UPDATE ON ALL-IN: TOGETHER IN THE KIN-DOM

With gratitude, we have received $672,368 in pledges from 168 households/
individuals. Thank you! We are eager to hear from all of you. Every pledge
from every person is significant — in your act of love for the gifts of God to
you and for God’s work in the church through Westminster. We look forward
to receiving your 2022 pledge.

Thank you,
Cheryl Bremer
Elder for Stewardship

"Stewardship is managing the resources that have been entrusted to us for the sake of a
mission that is greater than us."

616-456-1456 / westminstergr.org / Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

WESTMINSTER

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY
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NOVEMBER 14, 2021
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Announcements

THE ELISABETH CIRCLE November 14, 1:00 p.m. Parlor We will return to
discussing Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor. Chapter 8 is our starting point
this fall. Elisabeth Circle always welcomes visitors and new members. Contact
person is Lois Waldecker at (616)784-0900.

Camp HENRY ANNUAL LUNCHEON: November 19, Embassy Suites,
downtown GR We are excited to hold the Camp Henry Annual Luncheon
in person this year at the Embassy Suites in downtown Grand Rapids with a
livestream option as well. Register online for either option at
http://camphenry.org/2021luncheon

WPC FicTiON BooK GROUP: November 21, 7:00 p.m., Parlor The WPC
Fiction Book Group’s meeting on November 21 will feature historical fiction

at its best. We will be discussing The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff, “a
remarkable story of friendship and courage centered around three women and
aring of female secret agents during World War 11, 1946.” All are welcome.

THANKSGIVING INGATHERING: November 21 Join us for our annual
Thanksgiving Ingathering, as we celebrate our Food Pantry ministry on
Sunday, November 21. During this holiday season we recognize that members
in our community need our support. Bringing in non-perishable food items
and/or making a financial contribution through our ‘$17.64 Challenge’ is

a great way to support our community. Visit westministergr.org for more
information.

22ND ANNUEL INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION November 22,
7:00 p.m., Trinity Lutheran Church Join us for a celebration where many
traditions and cultures will come together to give thanks for one another,
even in the midst of uncertainty and division. A virtual freewill offering will
be taken for the Afghan refugee resettlement work of Samaritas and Bethany
Christian Services. To attend in-person, please register at: https://bit.ly/
interfaiththanks21

BEGIN ADVENT WITH FELLOWSHIP AND FUN! November 28, 9:45 a.m.,
Gym All generations are invited to get together to make an Advent craft to use
throughout the season. This year, we will coordinate with our church school
theme of “Messengers of the Covenant” by creating a device from which to
hang Christmas cards in our homes and by making and sending Christmas
cards to our older church friends. We'll have fun, fellowship, and treats to take
home! We'll meet in the gym at 9:45 on November 28. Questions? Ask Nancy
Greidanus (nancyg@wpcgr.org).

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Sunday, December 12, 7:00p. Yes, we are having a
Christmas Concert this year in our sanctuary! The centerpiece of the concert
is John Rutter’s Gloria, which is very festive and will be sung by the Sanctuary
Choir and accompanied by a large brass ensemble. Also on the program are the
Kirk Singers, and there will be audience carol sing-alongs. A freewill offering
will be taken, and child care will be provided.

STEWARDSHIP:

] Thank you to all who have responded with generosity during
¢ Stewardship Pledge Season. Please join us by returning your
pledge by mail, online at westminstergr.org/support-our-
PC] ministry/, or using the QR code. If you have questions, please
¥ reach out to Kathy Cisler (kathrync@wpcgr.org) or Cheryl
Bremer (stewardshipelder@wpcgr.org).
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MS Youth Group......cccceveeeereceeneceenenens Youth Room
Kirk SINGETS ..ooueveemereeerernereieeenaeceenenens Choir Room
Sandwich Brigade .......ccoocconeceunneceu Dining Room
Quilting Group .....cccoveeeeeeceene Multipurpose Room
Mission Partnerships ......ceneceenecenn. Online
Trustee Meeting.......coceeeemeremermseessserssernane Parlor
Elisabeth Circle ... Parlor
Nominating COmMmMmIttee ........ccvewerererermnenees Online
Youth Prayer Breakfast.......cccooccuveceunncce Wolfgang’s
Personnel Committee.........ccccoveeeeurncreuenennes Online
WM Gay Men’s Chorus......coc.ceeeeeeen. Choir Room
Worship Committee.........oocweeeeeecreeecersneceens Online
Food Pantry .......cccoeeeomecenneenecenenesseeennes Front Lobby
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal................. Choir Room
Worship Service ........oemeeeneceuneceenneeens Sanctuary
Church School and Children’s Choirs......Upstairs
Adult Faith FOrmation .........cocceneceeneces Chapel
Worship Service ......coemeeeneceeneceennecens Sanctuary
HS Youth Group .....ccecceemeeeneceureceenenens Youth Room
Chapel SIngers .......ccoueeemereerecereceenenens Choir Room
MS Youth Group......ccccoveeeereceuneceenenens Youth Room
Kirk SINGETS ..ooueveemereeeverereicernneceenenens Choir Room
Fiction BoOK GIOUD ...cceveemervmeeeeneeeineneenecenns Parlor



