
++ Stand in body or in spirit 1 32

GatherinG: PreParinG to hear the Word

In Preparation for Worship 
       "Joy is the fruit of despair truthfully confessed and providentially transformed."
                                                                                                                                                                      —Susan Andrews

Sharing the Life of Westminster                                                      Rev. Lynette Sparks                  
       As we prepare for worship, we are invited to be attentive to God's presence in our midst.           

Opening Voluntary   "The King of Love My Shepherd Is"                  setting J. W. Kerr

++Call to Worship                                                                                                                               Stu Atwater                                   
  One: God’s love and mercy pour over us this day
  All:  to cleanse and refresh us from every transgression.
  One: Joy and gladness dawn in our spirits.
  All: The re-creating power of God’s Spirit makes us new.
  One: We come to worship the God of new beginnings,
  All: letting God’s Spirit teach us wisdom and truth.

++Hymn 54                           "Make a Joyful Noise to God!"                                            Dix

Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                   
 We pray, Holy God, for clean hearts and right spirits, for we have 
 sinned against you; we have done wrong in your eyes. We have prayed 
 with our words but failed to pray with our actions. We have 
 contributed to the suffering of others, and neglected to lighten our 
 neighbors’ burdens. We have hoarded for ourselves, rather than shared 
 from our abundance. We lay before you our need for your forgiveness. 
 Wash us in your mercy, and free us to try again. 

 Silent Confession

Assurance of God's Grace  
  One: The Lord says, “This is the covenant that I will make with them  
   after those days. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write  
   them on their minds. I will remember their sins and their lawless  
   deeds no more.” Friends, trust the good news of the gospel:
  All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

++Response Hymn 417        "Lord Jesus, Think on Me"                                    Southwell
 (stanza 1)

Lord Jesus, think on me,
and purge away my sin.

From earth-born passions set me free,
and make me pure within.

++Passing the Peace of Christ
  One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
   All: And also with you. 

Ministry of Music                        "Alleluia, Amen"                          Kirke Mechem (b. 1925)
Sanctuary Choir

                                                       
Blessings with Younger Disciples                                                       Nancy Greidanus   

  Children three years through second grade may finish their time of worship in the 
 Worship Centers. Children's worship leaders or parents will shepherd them from the 
 Sanctuary to their rooms. Parents may pick them up in their worship rooms following 
 the service.
  Congregation: As you worship together, may God be with you. 
  Children: And also with you.   
  Congregation: Go in peace!

the Word

Scripture                                              Psalm 51:1-12                            Old Testament p. 520 

      One:   The Word of the Lord.    
  All: Thanks be to God.    

Sermon                                “A Community of Repentance”              Rev. Lynette Sparks

resPondinG to the Word
 
++Hymn 434                                 "Restore in Us, O God"                                              Baylor

++Affirmation of Faith  Adapted from The Confession of Belhar                         Rev. Jen Porter      
  One: We believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who 
   gathers, protects, and cares for the church through Word and 
   Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and  
   will do to the end.
  All: We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made 
   manifest in the Church, as the community of believers who 
   have been reconciled with God and with one another. 
  One: We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation  
   for the Church of Jesus Christ.
  All: We believe that, through the working of God’s Spirit, it is a 
   binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must 
   be earnestly pursued and sought.
  One: We believe that this unity of the people of God must be 
   manifested and be active in a variety of ways: 
  All: in that we love one another, and that we experience, 
   practice, and pursue community with one another.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer                     
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  
 come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day   
 our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin  
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offering Our Lives   
 Please take a moment to sign and pass the red friendship pad located in the pew,   
 and take note of those worshiping next to you.

            Offertory                              "Come to Him"                          Mark Kilstofte (b. 1958)
Come to Him, a living stone,

though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight,
and like living stones,

let yourselves be built into a spiritual house.
Come to Him, to Him.

Sanctuary Choir

++Doxology
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
 Praise God, all creatures here below;
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

++Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
  One: The Lord be with you.
  All: And also with you.
  One: Lift up your hearts.
  All:  We lift them up to the Lord.
  One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  All:  It is right to give thanks and praise.
   Generous God, your giving knows no ending. In gratitude,  
   we offer the treasure you have entrusted to us; we offer  
   the skills and time you have graciously given to us; we offer  
   ourselves in service and praise. Receive these gifts and use  
   them to accomplish Christ’s work of love in the world.  
   Amen.

GoinG out to Be the ChurCh
 

++Closing Hymn 436  "God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us"
  O Quanta Qualia
++Charge and Benediction

Closing Voluntary        "Chaconne, with Majestic Joy"                Dan Locklair (b. 1949)

Both choral anthems sung in today’s worship service are written by American composers.
“Come to Him” is a memorial gift honoring Ted Wybrecht who enjoyed singing as a

student at the University of Michigan and as a member of the Sanctuary Choir. 
The composer, Mark Kilstofte, earned a graduate degree in composition from the 

University of Michigan.

Morning Worship
A Community of Repentance

Kyrie - Unison                             “Lord, Have Mercy"                                          Lee J. Afdahl

& # # 44 2Kyrie--Unison
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on us,--
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Christ, have mer cy up

˙ ˙
on us,
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Lord, have mer cy up

˙ ˙
on us.- - - -

Lee J. AfdahlLord, Have Mercy

ConGreGational CharGe 
Go into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold on to all that is good. Return no one 
evil for evil. Do justice. Walk with those who are fainthearted. Help those who suffer. 

Honor all people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Liturgies adapted from Call to Worship Journal, Joanna Harader, and re:worship.
Bulletin Cover Art from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 

Library, Nashville, TN.  Kyrie used by permission of the composer. 
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MeMBershiP

If you have questions about the life of the church or becoming a member, please 
email Nicole Koetje at nicolek@wpcgr.org. More information about worship and 
updates from the church can be found at westminstergr.org. You are welcome 
and celebrated here!

aCCessiBility

If you’d like a large-print bulletin please ask one of the ushers at a Sanctuary 
entrance. For T-loop hearing assistance, set your hearing aid to T.

We have accessible, all-gender, companion bathrooms available off of the Dining 
Room. 

Children

Parents of three-year-olds to fifth graders, come to the children's check-in tables 
in the Gathering Place before the service to sign in. Ask an usher if you’d like 
special worship bags, folders, or children’s bulletins to help your kids engage 
in worship. The nursery (babies through two-year-olds) is available during the 
service. Children (ages 3 through 2nd grade) will begin worship in the Sanctuary 
and be invited to continue worship in the interactive settings of our worship 
centers. Leaders will shepherd them to their centers, but parents are welcome 
to lead them as well. Children will wait for you at the end of the service in the 
Children’s Ministry hallway off the Gathering Place. 

youth

If you would like more information about youth ministry, please contact our 
Minister with Youth and Young Adults Kat Jonker at katj@wpcgr.org.

Welcome to Westminster

P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E

Preacher ...................................................................... Rev. Lynette Sparks, Senior Pastor  
Liturgists .........................................................................Rev. Jen Porter, Associate Pastor
................................................................................................Stu Atwater, Trustee President
..................................................Nancy Greidanus, Minister for Children and Families

Musicians ............................................................................................ Janlee Richter, Organ
.................................................................................... Sanctuary Choir, Director Ellen Pool

Ushers .............................Doug Dowling, Joanie Dowling, Keith Combs, Kari Fuller
...........Chris Fuller, Ann Jarvis, Jim Jarvis, Rich Zimmerman, Sharon VanderWilp

Acolytes .............................................................................. Ben Coke & Ellery McPheeters

ahead in WorshiP
 

Sunday, March 24
Palm Sunday

The Stones Would Cry Out
Children's Musical

Chapel Singers & Carol Choir

Thursday, March 28, 7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Sanctuary Choir & Jill Warne, Cello

Friday, March 29, 12:00 p.m.
Community Good Friday Service

Scripture, Music, and Prayers
LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church

Ecumenical Choir

Sunday, March 31
Easter Sunday

Community Resurrected
Rev. Lynette Sparks

Mark 16:1-8
Sanctuary Choir & Joel Burns, Trumpet 

extendinG the WestMinster WelCoMe! 

As we welcome guests and visitors each week, we encourage everyone 
to personally extend the "Westminster Welcome" to those you have not 

met. Yours may be the welcome that truly helps all feel included. 

A  C o m m u n i t y  o f  R e p e n t a n c e

Mosaic from Lullingstone Villa, Eynsford, U.K.

February 18-March 24, 11:15 a.m, Chapel: Howard Thurman's What 
Makes You Come Alive Howard Thurman, known as the spiritual guide of the 
Civil Rights movement, becomes our guide through the weeks of reflection 
and preparation we are all called to during Lent. Using the vast collection of 
Thurman's teachings on spiritual maturity and spiritual discernment and 
drawing from Lerita Coleman Brown's book "What Makes You Come Alive," 
we reflect on our own spiritual lives and commitments. Join Rev. Jen for these 
weeks of learning, reflection, and conversation. 

March 17, 11:15 a.m., Parlor: Together West Michigan Conversation 
As a member of Together West Michigan, we'd like to gather and have 
informal conversations around: What pressures are facing you? What passion 
do you have to make the West Michigan community better? Join us in the 
Parlor after worship!

Ahead in Adult Faith Formation



Announcements
Grinnell SinGerS: March 18, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary Westminster will host the 
Grinnell Singers, a touring choir from Grinnell College in Iowa. Admission is free! 

Youth update: There are musical rehearsals this Sunday after church! There will 
be high school youth group this Sunday, but no middle school youth group or high 
school choir. 

eliSabeth CirCle: March 19, 1:00 p.m., Parlor Elisabeth Circle will be discussing 
Chapter 4 in Signs and Wonders by Amy Jill Levine. For further information contact 
Sandy Topliffe at stopliffe@comcast.net or 317-691-9072.

SimplY Give: Purchase a $10 Meijer Simply Give donation card at the Meijer on 
Kalamazoo and 28th Street to benefit the pantry! March 23 is double match day! For 
every $10 donated at this store on March 23, Meijer will donate an additional $20.

take a member direCtorY photo! March 24, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m., Library Take a 
new member directory photo before or after church on March 24!

Children’S palm proCeSSional: March 24, 9:50 a.m., Children’s Check-in Tables 
On Palm Sunday, children (ages 3-5th grade and any older children who would like 
to) meet before the service to receive palms for a processional.

diGital SeCuritY ClaSS: March 24, 11:15 a.m., Parlor The Communications 
Committee is offering a class for absolute beginners to Digital Security. Nate 
Roosien, Director of Information Security at Meijer, will be leading a discussion 
and providing simple, easy, practical ways you can protect your online presence as 
well as raise awareness about your privacy in an increasingly digital world. 

Children’S SChedule ChanGeS and aCtivitieS for SprinG: Palm Sunday: Children’s 
musical, no choirs or church school after the service. Easter Sunday: Bring in your 
Fish Banks, no choirs or church school. April 7: No choirs or church school. 
April 28: End of program year celebration for families.

holY mondaY labYrinth outinG: March 25, 1:00 p.m., Gathering Place 
Neighboring First United Methodist Church invites us to share their new labyrinth, 
a 36-foot Chartres design painted onto heavy canvas. Walk yourself at any time 
(hours at grfumc.org) or join a group from Westminster as we step into Holy 
Week for a Holy Monday walk. We will meet in our Gathering Place at 1:00 p.m. on 
Monday, March 25 and walk over to FUMC together.

Wpa maY buS trip: May 8 After fellowship at church over coffee and donuts, 
we’ll travel to Frankenmuth for a full day including a relaxing sightseeing tour on 
the Cass River aboard the Bavarian Belle Riverboat, lunch at Zehnder’s Restaurant 
(known for their chicken) and ending the day with a tour of the historic St. Lorenz 
Lutheran Church. There is a $10 cost for this event. Register on our website or fill 
out a hard-copy registration found at the Welcome Desk by April 10. 

WeStminSter Camp 2024: August 29-September 1, Camp Henry Absolutely 
everyone is welcome! Camp 2024 begins in the late afternoon of Thursday, August 
29 and culminates with worship and camp activities on Sunday, September 1. Visit 
our website to register! Contact Nancy Greidanus at nancyg@wpcgr.org if you have 
questions.

repair Cafe SurveY: The Communications Committee is conducting a survey about 
the congregation’s interest in repair cafes! Repair cafes are community events 
where participants volunteer their time and talents to make small repairs to clothes, 
electronics, and furniture at no cost. Please visit the website to fill out the survey! 

donationS: Donations can be made by scanning the QR code, through 
our secure online giving site, or by check sent to the church office. Email 
angiek@wpcgr.org or call (616) 717-5533 with questions.
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This Week’s Calendar

Sun. marCh 17
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service ..............................................Sanctuary
 11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour .......................................... Gathering Place
 11:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation ......................................... Chapel
 11:15 a.m. TWM Conversational Meeting ..........................Parlor
 11:15 a.m. Church School & Choirs ............... Various Locations
 11:15 a.m. HS YG & Musical Practice............ Various Locations
 6:30 p.m. Climate Book Study.............................................. Online

mon. marCh 18
 11:00 a.m. Quilting Group ............................Multipurpose Room
 6:00 p.m. Mission Partnerships Committee .................. Library
 6:30 p.m. Adult Faith Formation Committee .................. Online
 7:30 p.m. Grinnell Singers Concert..............................Sanctuary

tueS. marCh 19
 1:00 p.m. Elisabeth Circle ........................................................Parlor
 6:30 p.m. Camp Henry Board Meeting...............................Parlor
 7:00 p.m. Nominating Committee ............... Conference Room

Wed. marCh 20
 6:30 a.m. Youth Prayer Breakfast ...............................Wolfgang’s
 6:30 p.m. West Michigan Gay Men’s Chorus .......Choir Room

thurS. marCh 21
 9:30 a.m. Evergreen Circle ................................................... Library
 10:30 a.m. Food Pantry ...................................................Front Lobby
 5:00 p.m. Men’s Inner Compass Group ............................ Chapel
 7:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting ......................... Library
 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir...........................................Choir Room

Sat. marCh 23
 1:00 p.m. Chapel Singers Musical Rehearsal ............Sanctuary
 
Sun. marCh 24
 9:30 a.m. Member Directory Photos ................................ Library
 10:00 a.m. Worship Service ..............................................Sanctuary
 11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour .......................................... Gathering Place
 11:00 a.m. Member Directory Photos ................................ Library
 11:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation ......................................... Chapel
 11:15 a.m. Digital Security Conversation ............................Parlor
 11:15 a.m. Church School & Choirs ............... Various Locations
 11:15 a.m. Civil Rights Trip Meeting ............ Conference Room
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Welcome to our new members that were officially
received into membership on March 10! We look

forward to getting to know them and the work we
will do together as a community of faith.  

Susan & Robert Blanchard Julius & Pamela Henderson

Kara Heslinger Hillary Scholten & Jesse Holcomb
James Scholten-Holcomb, 
Wesley Scholten-Holcomb

Scott Hurnwell Pamela Kidd & Riley Jenson
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