MornNING WORSHIP
Hope Is Near

GATHERING: PREPARING TO HEAR THE WORD

In Preparation for Worship
“God's nearness will probably pop up in our lives as an act of cultivated attention.
It’s a little like 'Oh look! There’s God.' How odd that this is precisely the moment
when I set aside a few minutes to notice God’s presence at all.” —Kate Bowler

Sharing the Life of Westminster Kat Hand
As we prepare for worship, we are invited to be attentive to God's presence in
our midst.
Introit "Oh, Sing to the Lord" Brazilian folk song
arr. Harriet Ziegenhals (1925-2016)
Translation from Spanish:
Oh, sing to the Lord, Oh, sing God a new song. Oh, sing to our God!
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. Oh, sing to our God!
For Jesus is Lord! Amen, Alleluia! Oh, sing to our God!
Kirk Singers

++Call to Worship
In this time set apart for worship, the Holy Spirit calls to us:
Draw near to God, who is steady and sure.
Draw near to God, who welcomes those often overlooked.
Draw near to God, who gathers us together,
threads woven in a shared fabric of faith.
Let us worship the Lord!
++Hymn 386 "Come, Worship God" O Quanta Qualia
Prayer of Confession
You told us, O Lord, that whoever wants to be first must be last and
servant of all. Oh, how we long to be first: to climb every ladder,
frame every achievement, get every promotion, and obtain every
glory. We long to be first and we dread being last. Forgive us, O
Christ, and teach us to reframe our priorities. Teach us to be
servants first, and let our lives flow from a heart of faith...

Silent Confession
Kyrie - Unison “Lord, Have Mercy" Lee J. Afdahl
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Assurance of God's Grace
Day to day, God offers us mercy and hope. Moment to moment,
God’s never-ending love surrounds us. Friends, trust this good news:
God takes our prayers of confession and crafts them into words of
grace, joy, and peace.
Thanks be to God! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

++ Stand in body or in spirit
Bold text is spoken by the congregation 1

++Response Hymn 772 "Live into Hope" Truro
(stanza 4)
Live into hope of captives freed
from chains of fear or want or greed.
God now proclaims our full release

to faith and hope and joy and peace.

++Passing the Peace of Christ
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Ministry of Music "Children of the Heavenly Father" Swedish Hymn
arr. Paul Sjolund (b. 1935)
Children of the heav'nly Father safely in his bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge eer was given.
God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them.
Praise the Lord in joyful numbers, your protector never slumbers;
At the will of your Defender ev'ry foe-man must surrender.
Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children neer forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.
Sanctuary Choir

Blessings with Younger Disciples Nancy Greidanus
Children three years through second grade may finish their time of worship in the
Worship Centers. Children's worship leaders or parents will shepherd them from
the Sanctuary to their rooms. Parents may pick them up in their worship rooms
following the service.

Congregation: As you worship together, may God be with you.
Children: And also with you.
Congregation: Go in peace!

TaE WoORD

Scripture James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a New Testament p. 230
Mark 9:30-37 New Testament p. 45

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Sermon “Hope Is Near” Rev. Lynette Sparks
REsPONDING TO THE WORD

++Hymn 683 "Lord of All Hopefulness" Courtney

++Affirmation of Faith (from A New Creed, United Church of Canada) Rev. Jen Porter
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come
in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who
works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s
presence, to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others, to seek
justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and
our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not
alone. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Focus on Camp Henry Jonathan Riddle

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever. Amen.

Offering Our Lives
Please take a moment to sign and pass the red friendship pad located in the pew,
and take note of those worshiping next to you. We invite you to fill out any of the
pew cards and place them in the offering plate.

Offertory "Love Is Love Is Love Is Love" Abbie Betinis (b. 1980)
Transcription from English and translation from Latin:
Love is love is love is love. All we need is love.
Wherever charity and love abide, God is there.
Kirk Singers

++Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!

++Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Gracious God, we offer these gifts to you in gratitude and love.
Use them to nurture wisdom, foster peace, and serve those in
need. Help us to embody Christ’s spirit of humility and service in
all that we say and do. Amen.

GoiNG Out To BE THE CHURCH

++Hymn 378 "We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom" Merle’s Tune

Charge and Benediction
"Postlude"

Closing Voluntary Wayne L. Wold (b.1954)

CONGREGATIONAL CHARGE
Go into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold on to all that is good. Return no one
evil for evil. Do justice. Walk with those who are fainthearted. Help those who suffer.
Honor all people. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.




AHEAD IN WORSHIP

September 29
Ninteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Hope: For Such a Time as This
Rev. Jen Porter
Luke 6:27-38
Sanctuary Choir

October 6
World Communion Sunday
A Community of Hope: Gather
Rev. Lynette Sparks
Psalm 1; Mark 10:2-16
Sanctuary Choir

Ahead in Adult Faith Formation

Towarps A FUTURE WiTH HoPE: AN INDUCTIVE JOURNEY WITH JEREMIAH
Led by Rev. Kyle Kooyers: September 22 - October 13

In the Chapel Fifteen Minutes Following Worship
Have you been offered a cheap platitude in a moment of pain? Has anyone
ever sold you a painting, cross stitch, or print containing the words “For I
know the plans I have for you”? Are you growing tired of people peddling
thoughts and prayers in response to the trauma and anxiety of our world? You
may be entitled to a thoughtful inductive study of the Book of Jeremiah! As we
journey with the “Weeping Prophet,” we'll explore how we might lean into the
gritty and faithful work of resilience amid darkness. In a world of uncertainty
and chaos, trauma and pain, we must get our hands dirty in the hard work of
hope. Join us!

o WAL A
& J* MATHEW 5> Church

Matthew 25:31-46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our
faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, the
Presbyterian Church (USA) decided to act boldly and compassionately to see our
neighbors through Jesus’ eyes and and serve those who are marginalized or in need,
by building congregational vitality, dismantling structural racism, and eradicating
systemic poverty.

Worship liturgies adapted from Call to Worship Journal and the Presbyterian Outlook.
Bulletin image from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of Vanderbilt Divinity Library.
Kyrie used by permission of composer. Love Is Love Is Love Is Love from the Justice Choir
Songbook (justicechoir.org) © 2017 Abbie Betinis (ASCAP). "Oh, Sing to the Lord," "Children
of the Heavenly Father," and "Postlude" used by permission under ONE LICENSE, License
#724668-A. All rights reserved.

Preacher ... Rev. Lynette Sparks, Senior Pastor

LIEUTEISES ovvuereerevmensseesensseeseeesesssensseesssenssessaeeens Rev. Jen Porter, Associate Pastor
................... Kat Hand, Minister for Youth & Young Adults
.......... Nancy Greidanus, Minister for Children & Families
........................................................... Jonathan Riddle, Camp Henry Board Member

IMIUSICIATIS e eeeeeeseesersnaens Robert Ragoonanan, Minister of Music
.......................................................................................... Janlee Richter, Piano & Organ
.................................................................................................. Jackie Schoon, Percussion
............................................................................................................................ Kirk Singers

.................................. Sanctuary Choir

Ushers.......ccuu... Doug & Joanie Dowling, Keith Combs, Kari & Chris Fuller,
.......... Ann & Jim Jarvis, Rich Zimmerman, Sharon VanderWilp

AV TOAN .o Dan Cisler, Ian Dengerink-Van Til, Stella Sheckler

Welcome to Westminster

EMaiL
Visit westminstergr.org to sign up for our weekly email newsletters!
MEMBERSHIP

If you have questions about the life of the church or becoming a member,
please email Crystal Hovey at crystalh@wpcgr.org. More information about
worship and updates from the church can be found at westminstergr.org. You
are welcome and celebrated here!

ACCESSIBILITY

If youd like a large-print bulletin please ask one of the ushers at a Sanctuary
entrance. For T-loop hearing assistance, set your hearing aid to T.

We have accessible, all-gender, companion bathrooms available off of the
Dining Room.

CHILDREN

Parents of three-year-olds to fifth graders, come to the children's check-in
tables in the Gathering Place before the service to sign in. Ask an usher if
you'd like special worship bags, folders, or children’s bulletins to help your kids
engage in worship. The nursery (babies through two-year-olds) is available
during the service. Children (ages 3 through 2nd grade) will begin worship in
the Sanctuary and be invited to continue worship in the interactive settings
of our worship centers. Leaders will shepherd them to their centers, but
parents are welcome to lead them as well. Children will wait for you at the
end of the service in the Children’s Ministry hallway off the Gathering Place.

YoutH

If you would like more information about youth ministry, please contact our
Minister with Youth and Young Adults Kat Hand at kath@wpcgr.org.

You ARE INVITED TO WEAR A NAMETAG!

We encourage you to wear a nametag every Sunday to help us learn to
know one another better and extend our welcome. If you would like a a
reusable nametag, please email Crystal at crystalh@wpcgr.org.

616-456-1456 / westminstergr.org / Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

WESTMINSTER

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Come Unto Me, Little Children, William H. Johnson

Hope Is Near

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 22, 2024
10:00 A.M.



Announcements

PAReNT Sociar Hours: Parents of young children, you are invited to join us in the
Children’s Ministry Hallway after the service today to get to know church
people who have young children while the children are in choir and church school!
We will also gather on Thursday, October 3 at 9:30 a.m. for treats, informal
conversation, and playtime. RSVP to nancyg@wpcgr.org.

SEPTEMBER CHURCH ScHooL Exprorations: This month, we are exploring how Moses
is a witness to God’s presence through storytelling, drama, and art, along with how
we witness God’s presence in our lives. Our memory verse is Exodus 3:14.

ToGeTHER WEST MICHIGAN RELATIONAL POWER WaLK: Thursdays & Saturdays
Starting September 21 As we get ready for the next election at every level, we're
digging in to build relational power with our neighbors and make sure candidates
act on the things we care about. It might sound scary, but we’ll provide training,
materials, a buddy for you to walk with, and more! All walks will depart from
either Oakdale Park Church or Neland Ave. CRC. Visit westminstergr.org/other-
partnerships/ to sign up!

Youts Uppate: We will have lunch, Youth Group and Choir after church.

FaitH OvER DivisioN Tour: A CONVERSATION WITH RANDY CALLENDER September 24,
7:00 p.m., GVSU An opportunity to come together, listen, and bridge the divides

that threaten our communities. Event hosted by Kaufman Interfaith Institute and
the One America Movement. Visit gvsu.edu/interfaith/ to learn more and register.

Ler’s HanG Out! September 25, 7:00 p.m. Our all-ages fellowship program is
gathering for a bonfire at the Meyers’ residence in Jenison. All are welcome! S'mores
will be provided, but feel free to bring a snack to pass. Please RSVP by Monday,
September 23 to deannac@wpcgr.org in order to receive the address.

NEw MEMBER ORIENTATION: September 29 & October 6, 11:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
This two-day orientation is open to all who would like to learn more about
Westminster. New members will be received into membership on October 27.
Contact Crystal at crystalh@wpcgr.org or 616-717-5529 if you would like to join!

SHARING THE BounTy WALK: October 6, 1:00 p.m. Come participate in the second
Annual ‘Sharing the Bounty’ food walk! The 1.75 mile route will center on the
Heartside neighborhood. This fundraiser supports our Food Pantry & St. Mark’s
Episcopal Breakfast Cafe. Contact angiek@wpcgr.org or visit the website to register.
You can donate directly by scanning the QR code at the bottom of the page.

WPA OcrtogeR Bus Trip: October 9 Our October Bus trip will be to the Alden B. Dow
Home and Studio in Midland. Please call the church office, 616-717-5529, or sign up
online before September 27.

ToGeTHER WEST MicHIGAN CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY SEssions: October 12, 10:00
a.m., Oakdale Park Church Candidates elected in November will represent us

in critical decisions about our communities and families like childcare, housing,
mental health, and more. Join us as TWM members share stories of their
experiences, ask candidates for real commitments to work with us if they’re elected!
Visit westminstergr.org/other-partnerships/ to register.

DonarioN ReouEsts: The Samimi’s, the refugee family our congregation sponsors,
are in need of a forward facing car seat for their two-year-old daughter. They also are
in need of a treadmill for Roqia, the mother, to strengthen her leg and knee. Please
contact Cheryl Bremer (616)328-3736 or Ellen Pool (616)581-1017.
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Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal ..., Choir Room
Run for Camp 5K.....cvenecrvrereeeceinnecnnes Camp Henry
WOTShip SeIViCe ....vveueveemecerecriieeeesecenanee Sanctuary
Coffee HOUT ....cuveereecrrerirccrinnecnnns Gathering Place
Youth Group & Choirs......cocccuuuneee Various Locations
Church School & Choirs ............... Various Locations
Adult Faith FOrmation ........cceeeveeeneceerecennenens Chapel
New Member Orientation............... Dining Room
Westminster Winds Rehearsal............. Choir Room
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